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M.DCC.LXIX, 


TO 

Dr.  HUNTER, 

Phyfician  to  Her  Majesty,  &c* 


SIR, 

AVING,  as  I  think,  according 
to  your  defircj  fufficiently  af- 
certained  the  method  of  cure  of  the 
English  Bronchocele,  which  I  fent 
you  a  report  of  about  two  years  ago, 
and  not  being  fince  able  to  find  any 
thing  that  contradi£ls  the  truth  of 
what  I  then  faid  concerning  it,  that 
it  was  a  difeafe  but  little  known,  and 
very  feldom  fafely  and  agreeably  re- 
medied I  and  being  now  defired,  v*^ith 
the  view  of  utility,  by  my  friends,  with 
whom  I  firft  conferr'd  about  the  cure 
of  this  difeafe,  and  from  Vv^hom  I  re- 
ceived fome  ufeful  hints,  to  make  it 
A  public^ 


D  E  D  I  CAT  I  O  N. 

public,  I  am,  Sir,  in  .confequence  of 
your  patronage,  encouraged  to  attempt 
the  publication ;  and  though  I  am  far 
from  being  unacquainted  with  the 
friendlinefs  and  benevolence  of  your 
difpolition,  and  efpecially  your  readi- 
nefs  to  encourage  and  affift  every  ufe- 
ful  endeavour  in  phylic,  yet  I  muft 
beg  leave  to  affure  you,  I  was  fur- 
prized  at  your  goodnefs  and  gene- 
rosity to  a  perfon  you  know  fo  little 
of  as  myfelf,  and  that  I  am.  Sir,  with 
great  refpeft, 

j^2/r  mojl  obliged^ 

7noJl  thankfiilj 

and  mofi  humble  Servant y 


Ma^it^iS  Thomas  Proffer, 


PREFACE. 


SOME  years  ago  I  had  two  near 
relations    greatly   afflidled    with 
the  diforder  which  is  the  fubjed:  of  the 
following  flieets,    and  was  deiired  to 
attempt   fomething    for    their   relief: 
But  having  never  feen  any  perfon  cured 
of  it,  I  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  begin,  and 
therefore  fearched  the  writings  of  fuch 
medical    authors    as    I  thought   mofl 
likely  to  afford  me  afliftance.    But  not 
meeting    with    all  the    fadsfadion    I 
wifhed  for,    I  had  recourfe  to  feveral 
of  my  friends  of  the  faculty,  vyho  gave 
me  but  little  encouragement  to  hope 
for  fuccefs. 

A  ^  HoweveFj 
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However^  feveral  medicines  were 
tried  with  little  or  no  benefit ;  till, 
after  the  repeated  and  unfuccefsful  ufe 
of  a  great  variety,  that  method  of  treat- 
ing this  diforder  which  the  reader  is 
prefented  with  in  the  following  trea- 
tife,  happily  crowned  our  wifhes  with 
a  complete  cure  of  both  my  relations. 

Since  that  time  many  cafes  of  the 
very  fame  nature  have  fallen  under  my 
care  ;  and,  wherever  the  age  of  the 
patient  and  other  circumftances  have 
allowed  any  hopes  of  a  cure,  the  fame 
procefs  has  never  once  failed.  Pleafed 
with  this  fuccefs,  and  encouraged  by 
feveral  friends^  I  conceived  fome 
thoughts  of  publifhing  the  method 
of  cure,  together  with  the  obferva- 
tions  I  had  made  in  examining  the 
writings  of  fome  of  the  moft  eminent 
medical  and  chirurgical  authors  j  the 
greater  part  of  whom  I  thought  were 

deficient 
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deficient  in  their  defcription  and  me- 
thod of  treating  that  particular  fpecies 
;of  Bronchocele^  which  is  the  fubjed: 
of  thefe  papers* 

But  before  I  could   venture  myfelf 
in  publick  as  a  writer,    I  determined 
to  communicate  the^fubjed:   to  fome 
gentleman  of  eminence  ia  the  faculty  j 
and   to  whom  could  i  more  properly 
apply  than  to  Dr.  Hunter?    a  gen- 
tleman  no  lefs  eminent  for  his  readi- 
ngs to   promote  every  branch  of  the 
healing   art,   and   to  encourage   every 
laudable  attempt  therein,  than  for  his 
extenjiive   knowledge   of    the    animal 
ceconom.y,    fo    neceffary   to  qualify    a 
perfon   fuccefsfully   to    undertake   the 
cure  of  its  diforders. 
;    The  Dodor  recommended  a  farther 
trial  of  the  medicines,  in  order  more 
effedually   to   afcertain   their   fuccefs. 
After  this    had    been   done,   and  the 

Dodor 
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Dodor  was  made  acquainted  there- 
with, he  advifed  a  publication  of  my 
defcription  and  method  of  cure  of  this 
difeafe,  fo  common  in  many  parts  of 
this  kingdom. 

I  hope  I  may  not  be  thought  te- 
dious in  tranfcribing  the  accounts  given 
of  the  Bronchocele  by  thofe  authors 
whom  I  have  confulted  on  this  oc- 
cafion  ;  as  by  thus  conneding  them 
with  my  own,  the  fubftance  of  what 
is  moft  material  upon  this  fubjeft,  is 
brought  into  one  view. 

The  fubjed  of  fome  parts  of  Mr. 
Alexander's  EfTays,  and  the  prafti- 
cal  deduftions  to  be  drawn  from  his 
dodrine,  are  of  fuch  importance  to 
the  lives  of  mankind,  that  they  cer- 
tainly deferve  the  moft  ferious  and 
moft  accurate  difquifition  before  they 
are  brought  into  general  ufe. 
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If  the  objections  I  have  made  to 
Mr.  Alexander's  dodrine  fliall  ex- 
cite him,  or  any  other  gentleman  of 
the  faculty,  fo  to  inveftigate  the  fub- 
jeft,  as  to  remove  all  doubt,  all  I  in- 
tend by  my  remarks  will  be  fully  an- 
fwered. 

My  brethren  of  the  faculty,  in  ge- 
neral, I  hope  will  be  candid  in  their 
cenfures.  The  w^orthy  and  generous, 
I  know,  will  be  fo  ;  and  I  hope  there 
are  few  or  none  of  a  contrary  dif- 
pofition  in  fo  liberal  a  profeffion. 

My  chief  intention  in  this  publi- 
cation is  to  add  fome  little  benefit  to 
phyfic  by  an  eafy  agreeable  method 
of  curing  a  difeafe  hitherto  generally, 
I  believe,  deemed  incurable.  And  if, 
by  fo  doing,  the  good  of  my  fellow 
creatures  is  in  any  degree  promoted^ 
I  am  aoiply  fatisfied.^ 

With 
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^  V/ith  this  hope  I  overcome  the  im- 
putation of  vanity,  the  exposition  of 
the  narrownefs  of  my  abihties  as  an 
author,  and  every  other  dread  that 
naturally  attends  a  young  man  at  his 
firfl:  appearing  in  publick. 

All  that  now  remains  is  to  deiire, 
That,  if  any  perfon  is  difpofed  to  ex- 
ercife  his  criticifms  upon  me,  he  u^ould 
only  difplay  them  on  the  Matter  of 
my  Pamphlet,  and  not  on  the  Man- 
ner. In  72^/,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  I 
have  been  faithful^  and  can  bear  the 
teft,  however  aukward  and  deficient 
in  Thi$. 
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AN 

ACCOUNT 

AND 

METHOD    of   CURE 

O  F     T  H  E 

BRONCHOCELE. 


HEISTER  places  the  Bronchocele  in 
the  fame  chapter  with  ftrumvous  or 
fcrophulous  tumors.  Almoft  all 
kind  of  tumors,  fays  he,  which  are 
found  in  the  anterior  lateral  part  of  the  neck 
near  the  fkin,  are  ufually  denominated  ftrumouSa 
or  fcrophulous  5  though  there  is  a  great  variety 
:^nd  difference  in  the  nature  of  thofe  tumors, 
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feme  being  fmall,  fome  of  a  moderate  fize,  and 
others  fo  much  enlarged,  as  to  caufe  ftupidity  5 
fome  are  foft  or  moveable,  others  hard  or  im- 
moveable, fome  of  a  mild  nature,  and  others  of 
a  malignant  or  cancerous  difpofition:  Butw^ith 
regard  to  the  caufe  of  thefe  tumors,  they  are 
ufually  formed  of  indurated  glands  in  the  neck, 
as  the  fmall  moveable  glands,  the  fuperior 
and  inferior  falival  glands,  and  fometimes  the 
thyroid  glands,  which  are  by  fome  ftridly 
called  fcrophuious,  or  the  evil,  by  the  French 
Ecreuelles;  fome  of  them  are  related  to  encyfted 
tumors,  and  therefore  contain  a  hard  or  fofter 
fubftance  like  cheefe,  fact,  or  lard ;  but  if  a 
tumor  arifes  in  the  anterior  part  of  the  neck  from 
the  refilling  flatus,  or  air,  fome  humor  or 
accidental  violence,  as  {training  in  labour,  lift- 
ing of  weights,  &c.  the  diforder  is  then  ufually 
called  a  Bronchocele.  In  my  opinion,  fays  he,  it 
ihould  rather  be  termed  Tracheocele,  It  is  re- 
markable that  fome  nations  are  quite  free  from 
this  diforder,  while  others  are  grievoully  afflided 
therewith,  among  which  latter,  we  may  reckon' 
the  inhabitants  of  Spain,  Germany,  Sweedland, 
Bavaria,  France,  Helvetia,  and  efpecially  the 
inhabitants  of  Tyrole,  who  have  thefe  tumors 
but  flaccid,  fometimes  in  fuch  a  degree,  that 

they 
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they  extend  to  their  navel^  even  down  to  their 
knees,  as  Metteemyer  fays  in  his  treatife  on 
ftrumous  and  fcrophulous  fwel lings ;  the  caufe 
of  which  peculiarity  in  the  fpreading  of  this 
diforder,  among  certain  people,  is  fuppofed  to 
reiide  either  in  the  air  or  waters  of  thofe 
countries,  but  in  what  manner  they  operate  to 
produce  fuch  effeSs,  has  not  yet  been  ex- 
plained by  phyfical  writers,  though  we  are 
fernifhed  with  many  fpecious  conjectures  and 
opinions.  Thefe  tumors  rife  in  various  parts 
of  the  necks  of  fome  v/omen  after  a  difficult 
labour.  There  is  another  diiference  in 
fcrophulous  tumors,  that  fome  are  milder,  and 
without  any  pain,  while  others  are  iniPiamed, 
painful,  or  indurated,  fo  as  to  be  fc irrhous,  and 
in  fome  meafure  cancerous,  obPirudlin^:  the 
office  of  refpiration  and  diglutition  -,  but  of  what- 
ever kind  thefe  tumors  are,  when  they  are  onc3 
become  inveterate,  they  are  very  difficultly,  if 
ever,  curable  by  medicines }  but  if  they  are 
recent,  they  may  be  fometimes  difperfed, 
efpecially  when  the  tumor  is  from  ao  induration 
of  the  glands. 

We  are  informed  that  the  French  and  EngliOi 

U-iugs  have  poffeffed  a  very  eafy  method    of 
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curing  this  diforder,  barely  by  touching  the 
parts  affected,  but  we  have  not  opportunity  at 
prefent  to  enter  minutely  into  this  matter; 
they  who  are  defirous  of  more,  may  confult 
Laurentius  de  mirabili  ilrumas  fanandi  vi, 
folis  Gallic  regibus  divinitus  conceffa  5  as  alfo 
John  Brown  in  his  treatife  of ftrumous glands, 
where  he  vindicates  the  right  and  virtue  of  the 
royal  touch  to  belong  to  the  kings  of  England, 
adding  many  examples  for  the  confirmation 
thereof. 

In  order  to  cure  ftrumous  or  fcrophulous 
tumors  of  the  recent  kind,  nothing  is  more 
conducive  than  a  proper  regimen  of  dyet  and 
way  of  living,  efpecially  when  affifted  with 
a  good  air,  and  the  ufe  of  internal  medicine?, 
fbch  as  difcutients,  attenuaters,  and  cooling  pur- 
ges, ordered  according  to  the  age  and  conftita- 
tion  of  the  patient.  The  celebrated  Mr.  Boyle 
greatly  extols  the  Ruta  muraria,  as  a  fpecific 
in  thefe  diforders^  Scultetus  recommends 
polv.  lacertarum  macerated  in  water  and  after- 
wards dried  -,  or  pulv.  rad.  zingib.  turpeth.  cum 
faccharo.  Some  prefcribe  burnt  fponge,  or  pulv. 
ad  ftrumas  5  others  rad.  fcrophular.  or  decoft. 
iign.  cum  rad.  bardano  ^  but  the  internal  means 

Ihould 
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fliould  alfo  be  affifted  by  difcutlent  ointment 
externallyj  as 

R  Mercur.  crud.  |i  terebin.  ven.  51J.  fub- 
adi  auxung.  porcinas  quantum  fufficit  pro 
unguento. 

This  ointment  fliould  be  rubbed  in  upon  the 
part  every  day  for  a  confiderable  time,  applying 
afterwards  empl.  de  ranis  cum  mercurio,  de 
cicuta  ^  or  diafaponis :  but  during  the  ufe  of 
thefe  it  will  be  proper  to  give  the  patient  a 
gentle  purge  once  a  week,  to  prevent  the 
mercury  from  caufing  a  falivation.  There  are 
alfo  good  affedts  promifed  from  wearing  a 
leaden  collar,  that  has  been  mixed  with 
mercury,  efpecially  when  the  fcrophulous 
tumour  or  bronchocele  is  recent ;  at  leaft  it 
prevents  them  from  growing  bigger,  if  it  does 
not  intirely  difperfe  them.  There  are  fome 
who  advife  to  rub  the  tumor  v/ell  with  the 
hand  or  bone  of  a  dead  man,  and  others  diredl 
to  more  fuperftitious  means,  which  they 
fuppofe  to  adc  by  fympathy  j  but  we  mult 
frankly  own,  our  opinion  is,  there  can  be  litde 
pr  nothing  in  fach  a  praftice, 
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If  the  ftrumous  or  fcrophulous  tumor  is  of 
long  ftanding,  but  moveable,  it  may  be  then 
better  removed  by  the  knife,  than  by  medicines. 
The  moveable  tumors  of  this  kind  may  be 
extirpated  by  the  fcalpel;  while  thofe  vi^hicli 
are  fixed^  and  lie  deep  in  the  heck,  cannot  be 
fafely  removed  vs^ithout  prejudice  to  the  patient, 
unlefs  they  happen  to  be  of  the  fofter  kind.  In 
extirpating  thefe  ftrumae  or  fcrophulse,  there 
is  no  fmall  danger  of  wounding  fome  of  the 
large  arteries,  veins,  or  nerves  of  the  neck,  by 
the  fcalpel,  which  would  occalion  death,  or  fome 
very  bad  fymptom.  Garengiot  and  Petit 
afiirm,  that  no  fchirrhous,  or  indurated  glands, 
detach  any  roots  into  the  adjacant  parts,  not- 
witbftanding  they  appear  to  be  fixed  or  im- 
moveable 5  and  that  therefore  the  immoveable 
kind  of  ftrums  may  be  fafely  extirpated  3  but 
as  they  produce  no  inilances  of  fuccefs  from 
this  opinion,  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  will  be 
objeded  to  as  precarious  by  the  generality  of 
prudent  furgeons. 

For  the  extirpation  of  moveable  ftrumae, 
there  are  three  methods  chiefly  in  ufe  •  the  firfl 
of  which  is  by  ligature,  when  the  ftrumous 
tumor  hangs  by  a  flender  part  like  a  ftalk, 

which 
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which  IS  not  very  frequent ;  but  if  the  tumor 
is  not  pendulous,  or  if  it  be  conneded  by  a 
large  root,  it  is  then  to  be  removed  by  the 
fecond  method  with  a  fcalpel.  In  order  to  this^ 
a  cruciform  incifion  is  to  be  made  upon  the 
middle  of  the  tumor,  down  to  its  proper  in- 
tegument ',  then  the  wounded  parts  are  to  be 
feparated  by  the  knife  from  the  tumor,  which 
is  to  be  afterwards  taken  hold  of  by  the  hook, 
needle  and  thread,  or  a  convenient  pair  of 
pliers,  and  by  that  means  taken  out  as  we  have 
direfted  before  in  treating  of  encyfted  tumors. 
During  the  operation  an  affiftant  is  to  dry  up 
the  blood,  from  the  orifice  of  the  v/ound,  by* 
repeated  applications  of  lint  or  fponge,  that 
the  furgeon  may  have  a  clear  view  of  his  work ; 
and  if  by  accident,  a  large  blood  vefTel  fliould 
be  divided  with  the  root  of  the  tumor,  it  is  to 
be  clofed  by  applying  fpt.  vin.  red.  or  fome 
ftyptic  and  ailringent  medicine  3  and  if  thefe 
fail,  a  ligature  or  aftual  cautery ;  and  laftly  the 
divided  parts  of  the  ikin  are  to  be  brought 
clofe  to  each  other,  by  a  piece  of  flicking 
plaifter,  and  placed  uniform,  fo  as  to  unite 
without  leaving  a  difagreeable  cicatrix;  the 
remainder  of  the  treatment  may  be  conduded 
as  in  other  wounds. 
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I  have  feveral  times  opened  fome  of  the 
fofter  ftrums  or  fcrophute  either  with  a 
fcalpel  or  cauftic,  and  after  difcharging  their 
contents,  and  cleaniing  the  ulcer,  have  per- 
formed the  reft  of  the  cure  as  in  other  wounds. 

As  thefe  tumors  are  ufually  w^ithout  pain,^ 
it  is  not  at  all '  furprizing,  that  they  fliould 
be  negleded  by  the  generality  of  people,  who 
are  both  poor,  carelefs,  and  fearful  of^he 
fargeon's  hand,  and  that  more  efpecially  if  they 
think  the  tumor  an  ornament,  hke  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Tyrole.  If  a  patient  fliould  be  defirous 
of  being  freed  from  this  diforder  without  the 
knife,  it  may  be  done  with  cauftics,  as  we 
have  direded  in  tubercles  and  excreffences,  but 
you  muft  be  careful  not  to  undertake  this 
method  of  cure  in  any  but  the  more  foft  and 
mild  kind  of  ftrumae,  feated  not  near  any  large 
velTel,  nor  too  deep  In  the  neck,  otherwife  the 
tumor  may  be  converted  from  a  ftrumous  to  a 
cancerous  difpofition,  or  at  leaft  malignant 
fymptoms  brought  on  which  would  endanger 
the  patient's  life,  by  injuring  the  large  veins, 
arteries,  nerves,  or  trachea,  feated  in  thofe 
parts. 

Heister 
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Heister  in  his  compendium  of  the  pracTtica 
of  phyfic,  and  in  the  hiftory  of  his  own 
pradlice,  gives  a  cafe  or  two  under  the  article 
Bronchocele.  A  young  woman,  fays  he,  about 
lixteen  years  of  age,  who  had  never  had  the 
menftrual  difcharge,  had  a  tumor  in  her  neck^ 
which  feemed  to  be  fcrophulous,  about  the  fize 
v^  of  a  nut,  which  conftantly  appeared  upon  the 
encreafe  of  the  moon,  and  at  the  decreafe 
gradually  went  off,  and  after  taking  for  fome 
time,  ftrumous  medicines^  the  tumour  whollj 
difappeared. 

In  January  and  February  17 19,  fiys  he,  1 
publicly  diffeded  a  female  fubjed,  in  which  I 
ibund  the  thyroid*  gland  very  turgid,   with  a 
iluid,  which  made  me  hope  that  I  iliould  be 
'able  to  difcover  fome  of  its  ufess  for  which 
purpofe   opening   the    pofterior   part    of   the 
trachia  and  eefophagus,  that  the  cavity  of  thefe 
tubes  might  be   expofed,  I  iirft  preffed   the 
gland  gently  with  my  hand,  then  more  flrongly^ 
hoping  by  thefe  means  to  fqueeze  out  the  fluid, 
either  into  the  trachia  arteria,  or  csfophagus, 
or  both,  but  not  a  drop  v/ould  p?Ss^  {o  that 
I  am   ftill  doubtful  of  the  ufe  cf  this  large 
gland  ^  but  upon  cutting  into  the  fobflance  of 
G  thJK; 


(lo) 

this  gland,  to  examine  it  internally,  a  large 
quantity  of  a  whitifh  fluid  was  difcharged, 
with  a  great  number  of  yellowifh  globules 
fwimming  on  the  furface,  refembling  fmall 
drops  of  oil.  Whether  thefe  were  the  ova  of 
Vercellonius,  or  fomeother  bodies,!  will  not 
take  upon  me  to  determine  :  I  have,  however, 
thought  proper  to  infert  this  obfervation ;  per- 
haps future  examinations  of  this  gland  may 
give  us  a  better  light  into  its  nature  and  ufe. 

In  January  171 9,  I  publicly  difTeded  a  fe- 
male fubje^t;  in  which  I  obferved  an  extra- 
ordinary large  thyroid  gland.  Of  this  gland, 
fays  he,  I  have  treated  above,  of  its  form,  fize, 
fnuation,  and  ufe.  I  obferved  that  this  gland, 
in  this  fubjed:,  was  larger  and  more  fwelled 
than  common,  and  the  external  coat  was  fo 
tranfparent,  that  we  could  through  it  obferve 
a  coUedion  of  an  unufual  particular  fluid  ^  and 
as  Vercellonius,  an  Italian  anatomift,  among 
others  who  have  written  upon  the  glands,  in- 
ferts  as  a  new  difcovery.  That  this  gland  was 
in  a  manner  a  nidus,  filled  with  eggs  of  worms, 
which  paffing  through  invifible  dufts  into  the 
cefophagus,  and  fo  the  flomach,  to  animate  as 
it  wxre  the  chyle^  and  promote  digeilion  in  the 
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ftomach ;  and  that  thefe  ova,  in  their  preter- 
natural   ftate,   became  worms    frequently,    I 
flattered  myfelf  that  in  this  large  gland  I  fhould 
find,  if  not  all  the  appearances,  yet  feme,  or  at 
leaft  difcover  whether  a  fluid  was  here  pre- 
pared to  lubricate  the  trachia  arteria  and  oefo- 
phagus.     I  opened  feveral  parts  of  the  gland, 
where  I  perceived  a  quantity  of  fluid,  and  a 
thin  watery  tranfparent  liquor  was  difcharged, 
in  which  fwam  a  great  number  of  fmail  glo- 
bules, Uke  drops  of  oil,  of  an  orange  colour. 
This  gave  me  hopes  of  finding  fome  of  Ver- 
CELLONius's  ova,  and  the  dudls  proceeding  to 
the  oefophagus,  or,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
others,  to  the  trachia  arteria  -,  for  which  intent 
I  opened  the  pofl:erior  part  of  the  trachia  ar- 
teria and  oefophagus  longitudinally,  and  preffed 
the  gland  gently  at  firfl:,  and  more  forcibly  af- 
terwards, to  fee  if  any  fluid  would  pafs  into 
thefe  parts;    but   notwithflinding  this    gland 
was  fo  turgid  and  full,  not  any  was  difcharged. 
As,  therefore,  we  could   not  difcover  in  this 
fubjedt,   where  this  gland  feemed  to  be  fo  very 
favourable  for  us,  whether  a  fluid  was  excreted 
into  the  oefophagus,  or  trachia  arteria,  we  ftill 
remain    as   uncertain    of  the   real   ufe  of  this 
gland,  as  we  have  been  for  a  long  time  paft, 
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Heister  alfo,in  his  compendium  of  the  prac- 
tice of  phyfic,  has  feveral  chapters  on  the  dif- 
eafes  of  the  glands  5  but  moilly  he  fpeaks  of 
fcrophulous  and  cancerous  difeafes  of  the  fame. 
Indurated  glands  of  the  neck  in  children,  fays 
he,  being  generally  owing  to  voracity  and  an 
unwlioiefr'me  diet ;  by  an  alteration  in  diet,  cor- 
reding  the  vitious  humours,  and  more  vigorous 
exercifcs  and  by  the  ftrength  of  nature  in- 
creafing  as  they  grow  up,  they  difappear^ 
but;  often,  however,  this  does  not  happen  :  but 
on  the  contrary,  thefe  indurated  glands,  in  pro* 
cefs  of  time,  increafe  in  bulk  and  number,  ef- 
peciaily  about  the  neck,  and  thus  inereafed 
acquire  the  name  of  fcrophulous,  and  when 
ftill  bigger  are  called  Urum^,  although  often 
they  be  not  indurated  glands,  but  rather  tu- 
mors fliut  up  in  a  coat  or  bag,  containing  fe- 
veral kieds  of  vicious  humours,  v/hich  often 
grow  to  an  uncommon  iize,  and  bring  on 
many  other  complaintSo  ' 

Laftly,  It  muft  be  here  obferved,  that  in  as 
much  as  moil  people  are  defirous  of  digefting 
and  curing  thefe  tumors  by  external  remedies 
onlys  and  as  this  alone  can  hardly  be  expeded 
to  cure  the  internal  depravation  of  the  humours, 

this 
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this  method  of  treating  them  generally  makes 
them  grow  worfe,  wherefore  I  think  we 
Ihould  principally  rely  upon  internal  remedies. 

The  remedies  therefore,  fays  he,  which  ac- 
cording to  my  judgment  are  the  moft  proper 
for  the  foftning'and  digefling  an  induration  of 
the  glands,  are  fuch  as  follow, 

Firft,  Infufions  and  decodtions  prepared  from 
|-efolvent  herbs,  roots,  and  woods,  and  taken 
twice  or  thrice  a  day,  a  decoftion  of  guaiacum 
wood,  with  liquorice  root,  or  infulion  or  de- 
coftion  of  rofemary  with  fdgar  is  recommend- 
ed, and  with  reafon,  for  digefting  the  tumified 
glands  of  the  neck,  by  Kuckler,  a  phylician 
of  Leipfic,  in  his  treatife  on  tumors  of  the  glands 
of  the  neck  in  children  ;  and  this  is  particularly 
of  great  efficacy  in  girls  nearly  adult,  but  who 
have  not  yet  had  the  menfes  i  but  a  proper  dofe 
of  tindlure  of  antimony,  or  effence  of  the  woods, 
or  of  amber,  completes  the  cure  more  effec- 
tually, given  along  with  the  other  remedies. 

Secondly,  Attenuating  powders  are  proper  to 
correft  the  vifcid  blood,  to  which  a  grain  or 
two  of  cinnabar  or  calomel  may  be  added  in 

each 
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each  dofe  of  the  powder.  This  is  an  excellent 
refolvent  of  fcrophulous  tumors,  when  fmall, 
and  not  of  long  ftanding,  in  childrens  necks ;  a 
fcruple  or  half  a  fcruple  of  powder  of  millepedes 
alfo,  with  a  grain  or  two  of  calomel,  is  of  very 
approved  efficacy,  both  in  tumors  of  the  ex- 
ternal glands,  and  alfo  in  hard  tumors  of  the 
vifcera,  efpecially  if  a  proper  mercurial  purge 
be  given  every  three  or  four  days.  But  all  thefe 
remedies  muft  be  perfifted  in  for  a  long  time, 
eipecially  where  the  diforders  are  inveterate 5  and 
falivation,  at  leaft  to  any  conliderable  degree,  is 
to  be  avoided. 

For  the  purpofe  of  refolving  recent  indu- 
rations of  the  glands  and  fchirruffes  externally, 
he  recommends  fomentations  of  warm  fpirits 
of  wine,  or  the  camphorated  fpirit,  ufed  fe- 
veral  times  a  day  j  and  likewife  refolvent 
mercurial  plaifters,  or  hot  digeftive  bags,  fill- 
ed either  with  fragrant  herbs  and  flowers,  or 
warm  afhes,  or  fait  and  fand.  Hence  Deider 
greatly  recommends  warm  fea  fand  for  fchir- 
irous  breads,  and  acid  fteams  are  greatly  re- 
commended by  fome ;  but  if  all  thefe,  fays 
he,  as  not  feldom  is  the  cafe,  prove  of  little 
f  fFeft,  the  tumors  may  be  cut  out,  if  the  place 
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where  they  are,  and  the  nature  of  the  diforder 
be  fuch,  as  to  admit  of  extirpation. 

Celsus's  account  of  the  Bronchocele  is  thus : 
In  the  neck  between  the  Ikin  and  the  wind-pipe 
a  tumor  arifes,  in  which  there  is  contained 
fometimes  infenfible  flefh,  at  other  times  a 
humour  like  honey  and  water,  fometimes  alfo 
hairs  mixed  with  fmall  bones.  Whatever  it 
be  that  is  contained  in  the  coat,  it  may  be 
cured  by  cauftic  medicines,  which  burn  the 
furface  of  the  fkin,  together  with  the  coat 
below  it.  When  this  is  done,  if  it  be  a  humor, 
it  runs  out ;  if  it  be  any  thing  fubflantial,  it  is 
taken  out  by  the  finger,  then  the  ulcer  is  healed 
by  the  lint  5  but  the  cure  by  the  knife  is  more 
expeditious.  An  incifion  is  made  in  one  line  in 
the  middle  of  the  tumor  down  to  the  coat, 
after  which  the  morbid  body  is  feparated  by 
the  finger  from  the  found  parts,  and  is  taken 
out  entire  with  its  coat ;  then  it  is  v/afhed  with 
vinegar,  to  which  either  fait  or  nitre  has  been 
added,  and  the  lips  are  joined  by  one  ftich; 
the  other  applications  are  the  fame  as  are  in 
other  futures  ^  afterwards  it  muft  be  bound  up 
gently,  left  it  prefs  the  fauces  5  if  it  ihould 
happen  that  the  coat  cannot  be  taken  out,  we 
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toft  fprinkle  efcharotics  Into  it,  and  drefs  it 
with  lint  and  other  digeftives; 

Albucasis   treats  of  the  Bronchocele,  or 
a  rupture  in  the  fore  part  of  the  neck,  which  he 
fays  is  moft  frequent  in  women,  and  is  the  only 
one,    fays  the  tranflator,   I  think  that  diftin- 
guilhes  between  that  which  is  natural  and  that 
which  is  accidental.     The  firft  fort  is  not  to  be 
touched ;  of  the  fecond  there  are  two  fpecies, 
one  like  a  tumor,  which  contains  fome  grofs 
fubftance ;  the  other  like  an  aneurifm.     But 
though  he  is  fo  bold  in  ufmg  the  knife,  he 
advifes  the  operation  only  in  the  former  cafe  ^ 
and  even  not  there  neither,  unlefs  the  tumor  be 
loofe  and  little,  and  inclofed  in  a  cyftis.     This 
fort  of  fwelling  may  no  doubt  be  removed  by 
art.     Sometimes  thefe  excreffences  are  full  of 
water,  fometimes  they  have  nothing  in  them 
but  air,  and  thefe  cafes  may  likewife  be  re- 
moved  by  inciiion,    fridion,    or   impreffion; 
fometimes   they   turn   to   a   fleihy  liibftance, 
which  lying  between  the  fkin  and  the  wind- 
pipe, refemble  a  flap  or  dew-cap  hanging  out, 
juft  like  that  of  a  turkey  cock  when  he  is 
angry.     This  is  a  frequent  diftemper  in  thofe 
countries  where  they  drink  large  quantities  of 
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cold  water,  efpecially  where  they  do  not  cool 
their  water  in  fnow,  as  in  other  warm  climates^ 
but  pour  ice  into  it,  as  is  the  way  with  the 
common   people   who  live   upon   the   black 
mountains  of  Genoa  and  Piedmont.  The  matter 
of  fadl  is  as  truCj  as  that  they  themfelves  attri- 
bute it  to  the  drinking  of  this  water  3  and  from 
the  nature  of  cold,  it  is  not  difficult  to  account 
for  this  effed: :  For  the  hquor  in  going  down 
mufl  needs  chill  the  mufcles  of  the  throaty 
that  is,  it  contrads  the  veffels,  and  thickens  the 
humours  which  circulate  through  them  at  the 
fame  time  3  from  whence  muft  follow  a  ftag-* 
nation  or  obflrudion,  and  afterwards  a  fweliing 
in    thofe    parts :    And    it  is  remarkable5   that 
tumourSj  which  owe  their  origin  to  this  caufe, 
are,  and  always  continue,  flefhy  3  whereas  other 
Bronchoceles,    which    proceed    from    firains^ 
bruifes,  and  fuch  like  accidents,  often  iuppurate^ 
or  turn  to  a  meiiceris^  lleatoma,  &c.    Among 
the  Spaniards,  who  indulge  themfelves  immo- 
derately in  the  ufe  of  cold  liquors^  fvvellings  in 
the  glands  of  the  throat  are  very  frequent )  and 
that  the  coldiiefs  not  only  of  the  liquors,  but  of 
the  climate  itfelf,  may   produce  thefe  effects, 
feems  to  be  plain  from  the  obfervations  we  find 
in  writerSj  that  thefe  fweliing?  about  the  throat 
D  and 
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and  head,  ^re  much  more  frequent  among  the 
northern  nations,  than  the  fouthern. 

In  Friend's  hiftory  of  phyiic  is  this  account 
of  the  Bronchocek.  Tumors  very  often  happen 
in  the  thyroidal  glands,  but  fuch  a  fwelling  is 
not  properly  a  Bronchocele,  though  fometimes 
fo  mifcalled,  but  a  ftruma  or  fcrophula  colli. 
In  morbid  bodies  I  have  feen  thefe  glands  en- 
larged to  an  extraordinary  bignefs,  fo  as  to 
reach  dov^^n  almoft  to  the  clavicles,  and  in 
fuch  cafes  they  generally  turn  fchirrous.  When 
the  fwelling  here  is  thus  confirmed,  wq  may 
eafily  learn  from  anatomy,  were  we  not  warned 
of  it,  that  the  diitemper  is  in  its  own  nature 
incurable ;  for  I  believe  neither  any  inward 
medicine,  nor  outward  application,  can  diifolve 
it,  and  repellents  would  rather  do  mifchief,  and 
throw  the  humors  upon  fome  other  partj 
neither  would  any  prudent  furgeon,  I  prefume, 
attempt  to  extirpate  fuch  a  large  tumor,  for 
fear  of  cutting  an  artery,  or  vein,  or  the  recur- 
ing  nerve.  And  Albucasis  gives  us  a  fufficient 
caution,  in  telling  the  ilory  of  an  ignorant 
operator,  who,  in  this  cafe,  by  wounding  the 
arteries  of  the  neck,  killed  the  patient  upon  the 
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In  Turner's  furgery  —  the  Bronchocele  is  a 
tumor  lituated  upon  the  invefting  membrane 
of  the  wind-pipe,  or  betwixt  that  and  the 
Miufcles  of  the  faid  part,  where  it  fometimes 
takes  fo  large  a  compafs  as  to  extend  itfelf  from 
one  jugular  to  the  other,  lying  high  and  pro- 
minent, like  a  femifphere,  or  half  globe,  or  at 
leaft  of  a  fpheroide  figure.  It  takes  its  rife 
commonly  from  loud  crying,  coughing,  and 
vomiting,  as  alfo  from  a  fudden  jerk,  or  hafty 
turn  of  the  neck,  as  I  have  been  informed  by 
fome  therewith  afi^edted.  It  is  called  alfo 
Hernia  Bronchialis  j  but  if  there  be  a  rupture 
in  the  cafe,  as  that  name  will  imply,  it  is  mod 
likely  to  be  that  of  fome  lymphatic  veffel, 
difFufing  or  fl:iedding  its  contents  betwixt  the 
mem.branes  of  the  afpera  arteria,  and  the  mufcles 
incumbent ;  where  being  leifurely  accumulated, 
it  diftends  the  containing  parts,  and  from  the 
broken  fibres  thereof,  makes  itfelf  a  cover, 
which  grows  along  with  it  in  like  manner  as 
the  other  capfulated  tumors. 

There  are  others  who  derive  their  origin 

from   fome  nutritious  juice  extravafated,  and 

turning   into  a  flefh-like  fubftance,   after  the 

manner  of  certain  other  larcomata :    and  in- 
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deed  both  th^efe  may  be  right,  fince  we  ofteiiT 
find  the  body  thereof  made  up  partly  of  a 
fiuids  and  partly  of  a  more  iinn  and  glandular 
febilance. 

But  to  prcK^eed  to  the  prognollic  and  cure 
thereof.    The  Bronchocele,  by  reafon  of  its  un- 
happy fituatioa  among  the  large  blood-veffels, 
the  recurrent  nerves,  and  wind-pipe  icfelf  therein 
concerned,  at  leaft  its  invefting  tunicle,  affords 
a  very  hazardous  and  uncertain  iffue.     And  if 
it  admit  not  of  difcuffion,    there  is  little  en- 
couragement  to   meddle    farther  :    for  if  it 
fuppurateSj  there  is  left  commonly  a  very  fordid 
^nd  finuous  ulcer 5  which  lince  you  cannot  dilate 
fo  conveniently  as  in  other  parts  might  be  done, 
gior  have  any  advantage  by  rolling,  which  the 
Came  will  not  allow,  you  may  be  put  upon 
rifquing  your  patient's  life,    or  leave  him  in  a 
condition  worfe  than  you  founq  him,  with  an 
incurable  gleeting  iiftula,  or  difepulotic  ulcer : 
fo  that  if  any  thing  be  done  in  order  for  the 
cure^  it  ought  always  to  be  attempted  iirft  of 
all  by   fome  proper  difcutient.     But,  indeed, 
|:hefe  tumors  are  moil  commonly  left  to  them^ 
felves  ^  the  great  danger  by  incifion  on  acpouni 
|)f  their  fituatioii^  and  the  difficulty  of  healing 
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when  they  come  to  fuppurate,  having  very 
niuch  difcouraged  their  undertaking;  where- 
fore the  much  greater  number  now  content 
themfelves  without  any  furgery,  when  apprized 
of  their  ftubborn  nature,  and  the  uncertainty  of 
fuccefs. 

It  is  much  mote  rare  to  find  thefe  tumors 
in  the  necks  of  men  than  women,  or  at  leaft 
being  lefs  obvious  to  fight,  they  p^fs  unheeded, 
and  we  are  not  fo  often  confulted  about  them. 
I  am  fure,  to  one  that  I  have  obferved  in  our 
fex,  I  have  met  w^ith  half  a  dozen  on  the 
throats  of  women. 

I  was  formerly,  fays  Turner,  acquainted 
with  a  woman  who  was  in  great  reputation  for 
refolving  thefe  tumors  s  her  fecret  confided  in 
anointing  the  part  frequently  with  oil  of 
chamomile  made  by  infufion.  But  the  moft 
celebrated  remedy  for  this  diforder,  is  one 
which  is  fold  at  Coventry,  and  which  is  kept  a 
fecret  by  the  preparer.  It  is  ordered  to  be 
laid  under  the  tongue  every  night  going  to  bed. 
I  am  pretty  y/ell  informed  that  this  fecret 
remedy  is  thus  prepared.  Take  of  fponge, 
gorb,  and  pumice  ftone  calcined,  each  equal 
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parts ;  half  a  dram  of  this  is  mixed  with  fugar, 
and  with  the  addition  of  fome  fyrup  or  conferve, 
is  made  into  a  bolus,  and  laid  under  the  tongue 
every  night.  What  makes  me  the  more  in- 
clinable^ fays  he,  to  believe  this  the  true 
Coventry  receipt  is,  that  Musitanus,  as  I 
remember,  has  one  much  like  it,  which  he 
directs  to  be  ufed  in  the  fame  manner  for 
fuch  tumors  5  and  I  remember  there  is  a  receipt 
in  fome  of  the  old  German  difpenfaries  not  very 
different  from  this,  with  an  addition  of  the 
pilae  marine,  which  is  ordered  to  be  laid  under 
the  tongue,  as  a  remedy  ad  Botium  (for  the 
Bronchocele)  but  I  cannot  at  prefent  recoUedt 
the  author.  Renodaus  alfo  gives  a  receipt  for 
the  fame  purpofe,  which  he  intides  Pulv.  pro 
Botio  D.  D.  Wolfgangi,  Gabelchoveri  -,  as 
thus,  Take  of  fponge  and  lapis  calaminaris 
calcined,  each  two  ounces,  of  pumice  ftone, 
and  lapis  fpongfae,  each  four  ounces,  fine  fugar 
three  ounces,  mix  and  make  a  powder ;  but 
they  all  agree  in  making  the  fponge  a  principal 
ingredient. 

In  WisExMAn's  furgery  is  an  obfervation  or 
two  on  the  Bronchocele,  or  rather  on  tumors^ 
which  he  improperly  calls  the  Bronchocel^a 
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A  maid,  fays  he,  aged  about  thirty  years,  of 
a  tolerable  ftrong  conftitution,  came  to  me 
with  a  complicated  tumor  lying  on  the  left 
fide  of  her  neck,  from  her  ear  to  her  afpera 
arteria,  and  fo  flretching  over  it  upward  to  tlie 
other  fide  of  the  neck ;  it  was  foft,  and  feemed 
to  he  full  of  matter,  but  without  inflammation. 
I  made  a  pundture  into  the  body  of  it,  and 
difcharged  a  ftinking  ferum,  not  unlike  horfe- 
pifsj  that  being  let  out  the  tumor  funk,  and 
felt  unequally  hard.  I  drefied  it  up  with  a 
pledgitofungt.  Bafiliconand  empl.  diachalcit. 
The  next  day  taking  off  the  dreffings,  and 
feeing  the  fwelling  lank,  I  applied  a  caullic 
the  length  of  two  inches,  about  three  fingers 
breadth  from  the  ear.  The  efcar  I  divided, 
and  difcharged  a  foul  matter,  and  afterwards 
dreflTed  it  up  with  dofiils  dipt  in  mercur.  pr^- 
cip.  with  lenients  over  the  efcar,  and  from 
that  time  hafl:ened  the  falling  ofi^  of  the  Hough. 
After  the  feparation  of  it,  I  thruft  out  a  different 
fort  of  matter,  not  unlike  that  of  an  atheroma 
and  meliceris  mixt  together.  I  palled  in  my 
probe-fciflars,  and  laid  it  open  downwards  to 
the  afpera  arteria,  and  pulled  out  with  my 
fingers  feveral  veficute,  fome  containing  a  foui 
feruo),  others  a  gritty  fubfiance.     Tiicre  eXfo 
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came  away  gobbets  of  flefli,  with  which  the 
bafis  of  the  abfcefs  feemed  to  be  covered. 
Having  thus  cleanfed  it,  I  filled  it  up  with 
doilils  dipt  in  prsecipitate,  and  kept  the  lips 
dilated^  repeating  this  method  of  dr effing  every 
other  day,  and  rubbing  the  ftrumous  excrelTences 
with  the  vitriol  ftone.  The  linus  contracted 
narrower  within,  but  the  original  of  this  tumor 
being  ftrumous^  it  would  not  heal  whilft  there 
remained  any  hollo wnefs,  but  filled  with  that  fort 
of  flefh,  and  raifed  a  tumor ;  upon  fight  where- 
of I  applied  a  cauftic  upon  the  upper  part^ 
towards  the  ear,  and  divided  it  with  a  pair  of 
fcifliars  ;  then  filled  the  finus  with  mercur. 
prsBcipitate,  drefling  the  lips  of  the  ulcer  with 
digeilives.  After  the  efcar  feparated,  I  appli-* 
ed  my  endeavours  to  eradicate  the  ftrumous 
flefh  with  the  vitriol  ftone  and  praecipitate,  and 
cicatrized  it  from  the  ear  downwards,  yet  not 
without  fome  difficulty,  the  bafis  proving  falfs 
more  than  once,  in  one  part  or  other.  Some 
of  this  ftrumous  flefli  rifing  amongft  the  vefi!els^ 
and  emitting  over  them,  made  finus's  fo  deep, 
that  I  much  doubted  how  to  divide  thofe  with* 
out  danger  of  thefe  veflels:  But  there  being 
no  cure  to  be  expected  v/hilft  this  remained^ 
I  paffed  a  ligature  with  a  feiali  probe  under  th© 
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fungus,  and  by  deligation  of  It,  arid  application 
of  praecipitate,  I  confumed  the  fungus,  and  laid 
the  deepeft  of  them  open,  and  afterwards  by 
the  application  of  Epulotics,  brought  a  cicatrix 
upon  them.  Having  thus  well  near  healed 
the  abfceffes  to  the  afpera  arteria,  I  laid  the 
other  fide  open,  and  eradicated  that  part  by  the 
fame  method  as  the  former,  and  cicatrized  it 
fmooth. 

Another  young  woman,  fays  he,  about  four- 
teen years  of  age,    came  out  of  the  country^ 
recommended  to  Sir  Alex.  Fraser,  with  a 
complicated  tumor  of  a  great  bulk  on  the  left 
fide  of  her  neck  and  cheek,  arifing  under  her 
ear.     It  had  been  grov/ing  many  years,  and 
was    without    inflammation.     After   fhe    had 
been  prepared  by  a  purging  apozem  and  an- 
tiftrumatics    prefcribed  by  her  phyfician,    he 
commended  the  extirpation  of  it  to  my  care. 
Accordingly  I  met  him  at  her  chamber ;  we 
defigned  the  taking  it  out  by  inciiion,  and  to 
that  purpofe,  having  all  things  ready,  I  made 
an  incifion  into  it  ^  but  the  blood  trickling  faft 
down,  we  forbore  the  operation  that  time,  and 
drefTed  it  up  with    ailringents.     The  fecond 
day  after  we  met  again,  and  in  taking  oft  the 
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drefling  faw  it  had  not  bled  5  nor  was  there  any 
pulfation  to  be  felt  in  it,  whereby  we  might 
fufpeft  any  coniiderable  flux  of  blood  5  what 
did  flow  proceeded,  as  we  fuppofe,  from  fome 
fmall  fungus:  Upon  which  confideration  we 
refolved  to  eradicate  this  preternatural  tumor 
by  efcarotics,  and  began  with  the  application  of 
a  flrong  cauftic  on  the  middle  of  it,  according 
to  the  length  of  the  tumor.  The  next  day  we 
divided  the  efcar^  and  filling  it  full  of  hispulv. 
line  pari  I  embrocated  the  parts  about,  and 
drefled  the  efcar  with  ung.  Baiilicon,  &c.  By 
the  application  of  this  powder  we  penetrated 
into  the  body  of  the  tumor,  and  after  feparati- 
on  of  the  floughs,  feeing  no  danger  of  its  bleed- 
ing, we  repeated  the  ufe  of  the  pulv.  fine  pari, 
and  having  thereby  difcovered  the  tumor  to 
confift  of  many  feveral  fpecies,  viz  flruma, 
aetheroma,  meliceris  and  fleatoma,  we  laid  it 
more  open  by  incifion,  and  with  a  crooked 
fpatula,  and  our  fingers,  pulled  out  fome  of 
them  in  pieces,  others  whole  in  a  clufler  3  then 
filled  it  again  with  the  faid  powder,  and  drefl- 
ed the  divided  lips  with  doilils  fpread  with 
digeftives,  "  ,     ' 
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By  this   method    we  eradicated  this  great 
body,  biit  in  our  approaching  near  that  pare  of 
her  cheek,  which  had  bagged  fo  long  time  be- 
tween her  jaws,  we  found  it  penetrated,  and 
the  liquor  fhe  took  in  her  mouth,  difFufing 
itfelf  into  the  abfcefies ;  atfo  the  matter  made 
in    the    abfceffes    difcharging    itfelf   into   the 
mouth.     Whether  this  opening  was  made  by 
the  teeth,  or  fretted  by  the  acrimony  of  the 
humor  within,  I  fhall  not  difpute,  but  it  con- 
tributed much  to  the  forwarding  of  the  cure 
there ;   for  by  injedlions  deteriive  and  drying 
we  cleared  that  part  of  the  ulcer,  and  cicatrized 
it  with  the  external  part  of  the  cheek,  fo  clofe, 
that  her  jaws  Vv^ere  at  liberty   to   chew  her 
meat,  which  they  had  not  been  in  a  long  time 
before. 

The  laft  difficulty  was  in  eradicating  that 
part  which  lay  in  a  manner  round  under  the 
root  of  the  ear,  threatning  the  very  organ ;  we 
laid  it  open  and  by  the  milder  efcarotics  at 
length  eradicated  the  ftrum^  there  without 
offence  to  the  organ,  cicatrizing  it  fmooth  the 
whole  length  of  the  ulcer,  by  bringing  the 
lips  together  within  a  narrow  cicatrix  to  the 
iatisfaftion  of  her  relations, 
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Daring  the  application  of  fome  of  the 
efcarotics,  ihe  was  fabjed:  to  a  palpitalio  cordis, 
and  did  fomewhat  falivate,  but  was  therein 
relieved  by  Sir  Alex.  Eraser's  prefcriptions, 
and  reftored  to  perfe6l  health,  which  I  have 
lately  heard  fhe  yet  enjoyeth. 

Paulus  iEoiNETA  OH  the  Bronchocele^ 
fays,  the  tumor  of  the  neck  oppreffing  the 
wind-pipe,  which  is  called  Bronchocele,  is  a 
large  and  round  tumor  on  the  fore  part  of  the 
neck,  (called  Bronchocele  from  its  fituation) 
there  are  two  kinds  of  this  tumor,  for  one  is  of 
fat,  another  happens  from  the  dilatation  of  the 
parts,  and  this  we  fhall  remark  as  aneurifmal, 
and  avoid  meddling  with  as  defperate,  not  as 
anuerifms  in  general  being  dangerous,  but 
efpecially  tliofe  arifing  about  the  neck  on  ac- 
count of  the  largenefs  of  the  arteries  -,  thofe 
occasioned  by  fat  fhould  be  cured  as-fteatomatous 
tumors,  being  feparated  from  neighbouring 
veffeis,  after  the  fame  manner  we  have  taught 
in  ilrumous  fwellings, 

"  Paulus  jEgineta,  de  afpers  arteriae 
"  tutnore  qui  Bronchocele  dicitur,  - — Grandis 
"  in  cervice  et  rotundus  lit  tumor^  nomencla-| 
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turam  ab  internis  partibus  fortitus,  duplex 
ejus  tumoris  differentia  eft,  alias  enim  adipe 
"  tumet,  alius  partlum  illarum  dilatatione  ac- 
^^  cidit  5  atque  hunc,  notabimus  veluti  ut  an- 
^^  eurifmata^  defparatumque  fugiemus,  non  a- 
^^  liter  ac  univerfa  anenrifmata  quse  periculo- 
*'  fam  habeant  adminiftrationem,  pr^cipue 
^^  vero  qus  circa  cervicem  oriuntur,  ob  arte- 
^^  riorum  magnitudinem,  qui  adipe  inturgefcit, 
f  ^  ita  ut  fteatomata  curari  debet,  difcretis,  prs- 
? '  teritifque  vafis,  eo  niniirum  modo  quern  in 
f'  ftrumis  expofuimus.'*' 

The  fcientifical  Salmon  lays,  the  Broncho- 
^ele  is  a  bunch  or  clufter  of  fwellings  in  the 
neck,  and  as  a  remedy  recommends  a  tindure 
of  fponge. 

Dr.  Smith  in  his  general  fyftem  of  phylic 
lately  publifhed  reckons  this  difeafe  a  fpecies  of 
dropfy.  If,  fays  he,  the  exhaling  arteries  of  any 
cavity  throw  out  too  much,  or  if  the  abforbent.. 
power  of  the  veins  be  weakened,  or  if  both 
thefe  happen  together,  a  watery  daid  will  be 
coileded  in  it,  and  in  this  way  are  produced  all 
the  different  fpecies  of  the  dropfy,  as  the  an- 
^farcous  or  luecophlegmatic,  cedematGiis,  and 
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Other  dropfical  fwellings,  the  afcites,  tympany, 
hydrocele,  hydrops  pedoris,  Bronchocele  &c. 
When  the  blood  is  thin  and  watery,  and  the 
veflels  weak,  the  anafarcous,  oedematous,  and 
other  dropfical  fwellings  are  common ;  for  as 
the  bibulous  veins  can  only  take  up  fluids  in 
proportion  to  the  depletion  they  fufFer  by  means 
of  their  own  vibratory  contraftions,  and  alter- 
nate compreffion  of  the  neighbouring  arteries 
and  mufcles,  their  abforbing  power  mull 
necelTarily  be  leflened  in  a  lax  ftate  of  the 
fibres,  where  thofe  caufes  are  much  weakened* 

In  his  defcribing  the  different  kinds  of  drop- 
fies,  he  fays,  there  fometimes  is  a  watery  fwel ling 
in  the  throat  like  a  rupture,  called  a  Bronchocele, 
occafioned  by  the  ferum  collected  and  llagnat- 
ing  in  the  interior  and  confpicuous  part  of  the 
afpera  arteria ;  this  fpecies  of  dropfy  is  eafily 
known,  and  it  is  cured  by  pundure  and  dif- 
cutients,  as  the  cicuta,  and  by  deriving  the 
humour  from  the  part  affeded. 

REMARKS. 

Hi:ister's  account  of  this  diforder  I  think 
is  not  fo  good^  ^s  one  would  expert  fro^^  fa 
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great  a  rfian,  and  in  his  hiftory  of  his  own 
pradice,  which  he  fays  he  wrote  at  upwards  of 
feventy  years  of  age^  he  does  not  give  one  in- 
fiance  of  a  cure. 

The  tranflator,  I  think,  has  miftaken  the 
fenfe  of  the  author  in  faying  fome  are  enlarg- 
ed fo  as  to  caufe  flupidity  5  inftead  of  flupidity 
furely  it  fhould  be  tranflated  a  ftupor  of  the 
part.  \_^ada?n  vero  infigniter  at  que  vel  adjiiipo- 
rem  increfcimfj]  I  think  it  odd^  his  making 
fome  accidental  violence,  as  draining  in  labour, 
lifting  of  weights,  &c.  a  principal  caufe  of  this 
dlforder,  and  faying  fome  nations  are  quite  free 
from  it,  when  one  mufi:  fuppofe  the  people  of 
all  countries  are  nearly  alike  liable  to  fuch  in- 
juries, from  ftrains  in  labour,  lifting  of  weights, 
carrying  of  burdens,  &c.  Thofe  he  fpeaks  of,  as 
of  the  kind  of  encyfled  tumors,  and  containing  a 
harder  or  fofter  fubftance  like  cheefe,  fuet,  or 
lard,  are  generally,  if  not  always,  accidental 
tumors,  from  the  rupture  of  fome  \tSd. 

I  think  moft  of  our  late  Englifh  writers,  who 
take  notice  of  this  diforder,  have  copied  from  this 
account  of  Heister,  efpecially  thofe  compilers 
who  give  their  works  the  recommendation  of 
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their  having  collefted  the  beft  things,  from  the 
beil  authors,  in  all  languages. 

In  the  two  late  Didionaries  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  they  have  it  thus.  The  Bronchocele 
is  a  tumor  arifing  on  the  fore  part  of  the  neck, 
from  the  relifting  flatus,  or  air,  fome  humor 
or  accidental  violence,  as  ftraining  in  labour, 
lifting  of  v^eights,  &c. 

This  diforder  with  us  is  frequently  called  a 
Derby-neck,  on  account  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  county  being  much  fubjed:  to  it,  probably 
for  the  fame  reafon  that  the  inhabitants  about 
the  valleys  of  the  Alps,  and  other  mountainous 
countries,  are  fo  much  afFeded  with  it,  namely, 
the  air  or  waters  of  the  country.  But  it  has 
not  been  explained,  in  what  manner  they 
operate  to  produce  thefe  eifeSs. 

.  This  tumor,  w^hen  once  betome  inveterate. 
Is  very  difiiculdy  if  ever  curable  by  medicines; 
but  may  be  difperfed,  if  it  is  recent.  A  leaden 
collar,  mixed  with  mercury,  prevents  it  from 
growing  bigger,,  if  it  does  not  entirely  difperfe 
it.  Some  advife  to  rub  it  well  with  the  hand 
or  bone  of  a  dead  man,  and  others  diredt  to 
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Other  fuperftitlous  means  5  but  the  moft  ce-^ 
lebrated  remedy  is  one  that  is  fold  at  Coventry^ 
and  kept  a  fecret  by  the  preparer  -,  it  is  order- 
ed to  be  laid  under  the  tongue  every  night  up- 
on going  to  bed. 

The  inflances  Heister  has  given  of  enlarg-.^ 
ed  thyroid  glands,  which  he  examined  by 
diffeaion,  I  judge  to  have  proceeded  from  the 
extravafation  of  fome  tumor,  by  the  rupture 
of  a  velTel  in  the  part.  And  though  he  feems 
to  be  very  punctual  as  to  the  time  of  thofe 
diffedions,  he  does  not  fay  any  thing  of  the  age 
of  the  patient,  and  that  of  the  difeafe  5  v^hich, 
I  think,  would  have  been  more  to  the  purpofe 
if  it  could  have  been  learnt. 

Dr.  Douglas,  fome  years  ago,  prefented  a 
report  to  the  Royal  Society  of  the  appearance 
of  the  thyroid  gland  extraordinarily  enlarged  in 
a  patient  he  dilTeded,  where  he  found  different 
kinds  of  matter,  fome  hard  as  cheefe,  other 
fofter,  like  honey,  or  more  fluid,  like  honey  and 
water;  and  this  enlargement  of  the  gland,  the 
Dodlor  obferves,  was  occafioned  from  violent 
ftrains  in  a  difficult  labour,  many  years  before. 

F  There 
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There  is  nothing  to  be  learnt  from  what 
Celsus  fays  on  this  difeafe,  and  the  tumors 
fometimes  containing  as  he  fays,  hairs  mixed 
withfmall  bones.  I  think  it  an  odd  circumftance, 
and  cannot  conceive  how  hairs  and  bones  can 
have  got  into  the  tumor^  or  tumified  gland  j 
unlefs  from  too  violent  a  forcing  down  of  the 
*  Ventriculi  excutia  the  gullet  has  been  per- 
forated, and  fome  of  the  hairs  of  the  brufh  have 
remained  in  the  orifice,  and  by  degrees  have  work- 
ed their  way  forwards :  in  this  cafe  fome  fmall 
bones  muft  have  followed  the  hairs  before  the 
perforation  occafioned  by  the  forcing  down  of 
the  brufh  was  clofed,  and  in  length  of  time  the 
hairs  and  bones  may  have  occafioned  a  tumors 
or  they  may  have  penetrated  into  a  tumefied 
gland,  and  have  been  buried  there, 

Albucasis*s  account  of  the  Bronchocele  h 
far  from  the  worft  5  his  obfervation  of  its  hap- 
pening moftly  to  women,  and  his  diftingui-fti- 
ing  between  the  natural  and  accidental  Bron- 
chocele, I  think  is  worth  all  I  have  feen  written 
on  it  befides;  and  as  he  has  been  fo  far  obfer- 
vant  I  wonder  he  did  not  remark  the  time  of 

its 
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its  firft  appearing,  and  that  of  its  growings 
which,  if  he  had  done,  I  think  he  would  have 
given  a  very  juft  delcription  of  the  difeafe :  But 
what  opportunities  he  might  have,  by  the  fre- 
quency of  its  happening,  of  making  obferva- 
tions  of  every  particular  belonging  to  it,  in  the 
country  he  wrote  and  lived  in  (Arabia)  I  can- 
not be  a  judge,  though  I  fhould  imagine  it 
was  pretty  frequent,  from  his  noting  its  happen- 
ing moflly  to  women. 

But  I  cannot  agree  w^ith  him  in  its  being 
occafioned  by  the  drinking  of  cold  water ;  be- 
caufe  the  water,  or  whatever  is  drunk,  however 
cold,  paffes  fo  quick  down  the  gullet,  that  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed  fo  to  afFedl  the  glands 
of  the  neck  this  kind  of  fwelling  happens 
to :  And  was  it  foy  I  fhould  think  it  would 
happen  as  frequent  to  men  as  women,  as  their 
throats  would  be  as  much  chilled  by  the  water 
as  womens.  But  I  think  the  diftance  of  time 
betwixt  this  gentleman's  vy^riting  and  mine, 
which  I  believe  is  more  than  five  hundred 
years,  has  given  good  proof  of  its  not  being 
occafioned  by  drinking  of  cold  water,  namely 
its  never  happening  again  when  once  cured  ^  for 
werethofe  fvvellings  occafioned  by  the  drinking 
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cf  cold  water,  why  may  they  not  be  occafioned 
again  and  again  in  the  fame  fubjeft  from  the 
feme  caufe  ? 

Turner's  defcriptlon  of  this  difeafe,  I  think 
but  indifferent.  An  enlarging  of  the  whole 
thyroid  gland,  which  I  take  to  be  the  true 
Bronchoceie,  will  extend,  as  he  fays,  from  one 
jugular  to  the  other,  and  it  appears  in  form 
fomething  femifpherical,  or  half  globular :  But 
this  is  the  appearance  of  the  fpontaneous  Bron- 
choceie. 

Thofe  fwellings  of  the  neck  that  fometimes 
happen  from  loud  crying,  coughing  and  vomit- 
ing, or  any  violent  ftrains,  are  not  fo  equally 
prominent  and  occupying,  but  more  bulging 
and  confined  to  a  part. 

As  to  what  he  fays  with  regard  to  cure,  (as 
a  Surgeon)  I  think  much  to  the  purpofe,  but 
he  might  have  faid  inllead  of  its  happening  fix 
times  oftner  to  women  than  men,  it  happens 
to  fix  hundred  women  for  one  man. 

Neither  of  the  cures  Wiseman  has  given 
under  the  name  of  Bronchoceie,  I  think  are 
properly  that  fpecies  on  which  I  treat ;    both 
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the  fituation  of  the  fwellings,  and  the  difFerent 
kind  of  matter  therein  contained,  I  think 
evidently  fhew  the  contrary. 

The  famous  antient  Greek  furgeon  Paul  us, 
I  think  has  not  been  of  any  great  ufe  in  what 
he  fays  of  this  difeafe.  He  feems  to  depend 
wholly  for  a  cure,  on  manual  operation,  and 
local  application  ;  and  as  I  could  not  procure  a 
tranflation  of  his  work,  but  was  forced  to  ufe 
my  own,  I  have  thought  fit  to  infert  the 
latin  copy. 

Mr.  Salmon's  defcription  of  the  difeafe,  and 
the  efficacy  of  the  medicine,  he  recommends 
as  a  remedy,  I  think  nearly  of  a  par.  This 
gentleman  was  vaftly  fond  of  employing  a  great 
deal  of  art  to  render  ufelefs  the  noble  produc- 
tions of  nature  ;  and  this  I  think  one  inftance  in 
his  tindlure  from  fponge,  v/hich  can  be  of  no 
more  fervice  in  fuch  a  cafe,  than  a  bread  poultis 
would  be  of  towards  curing  a  carimomatous 
fore  leg. 

The  Bronchocele,  or  Derby-neck,  is  a  tumor 
arifing  on  the  fore  part  of  the  neck.  It 
generally   firft  appears  fometime  betwixt  the 
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age  of  eight  and  twelve  years,  and  continues 
gradually  to  encreafe  for  three,  four,  or  five 
years ;  and  often  the  lafl:  half  year  of  this  time, 
it  grows  more  than  it  had  for  a  year  or  two 
before.  It  generally  occupies  the  whole  front 
of  the  neck,  as  the  whole  thyroid  gland  is  here 
generally  enlarged,  but  it  does  not  rife  to  near 
fo  high  as  the  ears,  as  in  the  cafes  Wiseman 
fpeaks  of,  but  is  rather  in  a  pendulous  form, 
not  unlike,  as  Albucasis  fays,  the  flap  or 
dew-cap  of  a  turkey-cock's  neck,  the  bottom 
being  generally  the  bigger  part  of  the  tumor, 
and  going  gradually  lefs  upwards.  It  is  foft, 
or  rather  flabby  to  the  touch,  and  moveable ; 
but  when  it  has  continued  fome  years  after  the 
time  of  its  growing,  it  gets  more  firm  and 
confined. 

By  the  fituation  and  nature  of  the  complaint, 
it  cccafions  a  difiicult  breathing,  and  very 
much  fo  upon  the  patient's  taking  cold,  or 
attempting  to  run  or  walk  faft.  In  fome,  the 
tumor  is  fo  large,  and  fo  much  afiecSs  their 
breathing,  as  to  occafion  a  loud  wheezing.  It 
very  rarely  happens  to  boys,  indeed  I  have 
never  been  able  to  make  out  one  inflance  of  it, 
in  a  man  or  boy» 

It 
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It  is  very  common  in  many  counties  in 
England,  Derbyfliire  efpecially,  where  from  its 
frequency  it  has  the  name  of  Derby-neck,  and 
fome  other  countries  are  almofl;  free  from  it. 
I  have  been  informed  by  a  gentleman  of  the 
faculty,  from  Duffield  in  DerbyiTiire,  that  there 
were  near  fifty  poor  girls  aiEIcted  with  it  in 
that  fmall  village. 

Now  I  think  all  aiilicled  with  this  difeafe,' 
whofe  circumftances  will  not  afford  a  trifling 
expence  to  procure  fuch  medicines  for  their 
relief,  as  require  no  confinement,  or  hardly  any 
other  reftraint  fro;i}  the  ufual  way  of  living^: 
Ihould  be  furnifhed  with  the  neceilary  remedies 
at  the  expence  of  the  parlfli,  as  well  as  a  poor 
creature  is  provided  with  a  wooden  leg,  that 
has  the  misfortune  of  lofing  his  own.  Thofe, 
like  myfelf,  born  to  the  fortune  of  labouring- 
for  their  livelyhood,  provided  they  are  bled 
with  health,  their  condition  may  not  be  the 
worfi:  J  but  by  the  aiHidion  of  a  troublefome 
difeafe,  to  have  their  labour  rendered  painful' 
to  them,  muft  make  their  lives  in  a  degree 
miferable. 


Moft 
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Moft  medical  authors,  that  have  faid  any 
thing  of  this  difeale,  feem  to  make  it  a  fcro- 
phulous  complaint ;  but  I  think  very  impro- 
perly; as  clean  habits,  and  as  free  from  any  other 
fcrophulous  fymptom  as  can  be,  are  fubjefl:  to 
it  J  and  furely  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  boys  are 
as  fubjedt  to  fcrophulous  diforders  as  girls.  But 
though  I  think  its  happening  only  to  girls,  a 
proof  of  the  Bronchocele's  not  being  a  fcro- 
phulous diforder,  yet  I  cannot  give  fo  good  a 
reafon  for  its  happening  to  young  women  only, 
except  their  being  of  a  more  lax  and  delicate 
conftitution,  efpecially  about  the  time  of  its 
firft  appearance,  may  be  thought  fo. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  drain  of  an 
liTue,  or  that  of  a  perpetual  blifter,  applied  on 
fome  other  occafion,  has  prevented  the  grov^th 
of  the  Bronchocele  ;  the  ifTue  or  blifter  being 
dried  up,  the  tumor  in  the  neck  would  encreafe 
fafter,  and  upon  the  iflue's  being  opened  again^ 
or  the  difchargc  of  the  blifter,  it  would  be  fome 
what  funk,  or  however  its  getting  bigger  ho 
prevented. 

If  the  tumor  of  the  neck  is  but  inconfider- 
able  at  the   breaking  out  of  the  menfes,  it 

fometimes 
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fometimes  by  degrees  goes  quite  off 3  and  often 
this  change  in  the  conftitution  does  not  feem 
at  all  to  affedl  the  tumour  of  the  neck ;  but  it 
continues  to  grow  as  before.  And  whatever  be 
the  true  caufe  of  this  difeafe,  and  that  of  its 
happening  fo  much  more  frequently  in  fome 
places  than  others,  it  feems  however  from  the 
time  of  its  appearing,  and  its  manner  and  long 
continuance  in  encreafing,  ever  to  proceed  from 
the  fame  origin,  I  mean  the  natural  or  fponta- 
neous  Bronchocele  :  So  that  however  many,  or 
moft  difeafes  may  be  altered  in  futurity,  by  the 
weather,  or  temper  of  the  air,  (and  namelefs 
other  circumftances  which  we  probably  never 
can  make  ourfelves  acquainted  with,)  this  will 
ever   be    the    fame    as  to   caufe,    fubfequent 
fymptoms,  and    confequences :   And  therefore 
the  remedies,  once  proved  fafe  and  fuccefsful, 
will  ever  be  fo. 

And  as  the  great  difficulty  and  excellency  in 
phyfic  is  in  the  diftinguifhin^cine  difeafe  from 
another,  efpecially  thofe  that  appear  fimilar, 
though  vaftly  different  in  their  true  nature  and 
difpolition  *,  fo  the  medicines  that  prove  almoft 
G  infallible 

*  Thofe  v>'ho  are  not  fuificientjy  fatisfied  of  this,  may 

be 


infallible  In  that  kind  of  Bronchocele,  I  have 
been  defcribing,  will  be  of  no  ufe  in  thofe 
fwellings  of  the  neck  that  fometimes  happen 
from  violent  ftrains,  though  they  appear  fome- 
thing  like  the  natural  Bronchocele. 

And  as  phyfic  has  ever  been  efteemed,  and 
no  doubt  is  a  matter  of  the  greateft  moment, 
all  in  or  out  of  the  profeffion  are  fond  of  ex- 
celling in  the  fcience.  Our  greateft  folks  are 
fond  of  laying  up  v^ith  their  choiceft  treafure, 
the  receipt  of  a  fovereign  remedy,  if  it  be  but 
for  kibe  heels,  or  chapp'd  lips  3  and  indeed  in 
thofe  fo  obvious  complaints,  they  can  hardly 
err  in  the  applications  of  their  remedies ;  but 
in  greater  or  more  intricate  diforders,  to  our 
advantage,  they  do  not  often  fucceed  fo  well : 
for  k  v/ill  be  of  but  little  ufe  to  any  one,  to 
be  acquainted  with  a  very  good  remedy  for 
the   pleurify,   unlefs   he  can   diftinguiih  that 

difeafe 


be  convinced  in  the  matter  by  perufing  Dr.  FoThergill's 
treatife  on  the  ulcerated  fore  throat,  where  they  will  meet 
with  too  many  melancholy  proofs.  And  as  many  more  have 
happen'd,  a  great  many  more  would  have  happen'd  had 
we  not  received  the  Doctor's  timely,  accurate,  and  ample 
inftru6lions  in  this  difficult  matter. 
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difeafe  from  flatulent  or  fpaftic  pains  of  the 
fide. 

But  having  I  think  given  fuch  a  defcription 
of  the  natural  or  curable  Bronchocele,  as  will 
enable  any  one  to  know  it  from  other  com- 
plaints fomething  like  it,  I  proceed  to  the  cure, 
which  when  the  difeafe  exadlly  anfwers  the 
defcription  I  have  given  of  it,  and  its  continu- 
ance has  not  been  too  long,  I  think  I  may 
fay  will  very  rarely  fail, 

I  have  known  feveral  completely  cured  at 
very  near  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  which 
was  more  than  twelve  years  after  the  iirft  ap- 
pearance of  the  tumor  of  the  neck ;  but  yet 
at  that  age,  I  believe  the  cure  is  uncertain,  and 
beyond  it,  though  but  a  very  few  years,  more 
doubtful, 

I  have  tried  the  remedy  on  feveral,  at  the 
age  of  feven  or  eight  and  twenty,  but  never 
with  fuccefs,  though  it  may,  I  believe,  happen 
fo,  if  thp  tumor  appears  not  very  firm  and  con- 
Bnedj  but  rather  flaccid  and  yielding. 

Many 


[    44    ] 

Many  no  doubt  lead  miferable  lives,  under 
the  almoft  intolerable  torments  of  fome  tedious 
perplexing  diforders,  fuch  as  the  nervous  kind, 
for  want  of  purfuing  long  enough,  let  the 
remedies  applied  be  ever  fo  proper  and  likely, 
for  them  to  receive  confiderable  benefit.  It  is 
fuppofed  no  one  can  objed:  againft  the  medi- 
cines prepared  here  for  their  cure,  on  account 
of  time,  or  other  obfervations  neceflary  in  their 
ufe,  v/hen  they  are  informed  a  month  or  fix 
weeks  at  fartheft,  is  the  longeft  time,  and  no 
confinement,  or  hardly  any  other  reftraint  from 
the  ufual  way  of  living,  is  required. 

Let  one  of  the  following  powders  be  taken 
early  in  the  morning  an  hour  or  two  before 
breakfaft,  and  at  five  or  fix  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  every  day  for  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks.  The  powder  may  be  taken  in  a  little 
fugar  and  water,  or  mixed  with  a  little  fyrup, 
or  any  thing,  fo  that  none  is  loft. 

R.    Ginnab.   Antimon.  opt.  levigat,  gj. 
Milleped.  pp.  &  pulv. 
Spong.  calcin.   aa  gr.  xv.  m.  f.  pulv. 

After  thefe  powders  have  been  taken  for  the 
time  mentioned,  the  patient  ftiould  omit  them 

for 
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for  about  a  fortnight,  and  then  begin  with  them 
again,  and  take  as  many  more  after  the  fame 
manner,  and  alfo  at  bed  tinie  every  night 
during  the  fecond  courfe  of  the  powders,  tbrei 
of  the  following  pills  are  to  be  taken* 


R.   Pil.  Mercurial,  ph.  nov.  §fs. 
f.  Pil.  n°.  48.  aequaks. 


Thefe  medicines  generally  agree  fo  weH^ 
that  the  patient  is  neither  troubled  with  fick^ 
nefs  nor  any  inconvenience  from  their  ufe,  nor 
is  any  confinement  neceflary,  unlefs  they  arc 
taken  in  fevere  weather,  and  then  it  may  be 
only  to  the  houfe  -,  nor  need  the  diet  be  much 
regarded.  Indeed  I  think  it  fufficient,  that 
the  medicines  be  taken  in  a  temperate  feafonj,, 
or  rather  warm  weather,  and  the  patient  lives 
exadly  in  the  ufual  way,  taking  fome  care 
againft  catching  cold.  And  if  meat  be  eatea 
only  every  other  day,  and  toaft  and  river 
water,  &c.  drank  inftead  of  malt  liquor,  it  will 
not  be  the  worfe ;  nor  can  the  medicines  ever 
fucceed  better  than  I  have  known  them  feverai 
times,  when  there  was  no  difference  at  all 
made  in  the  way  of  livbg.  If  the  pills  purge, 
two  only  fhould  be  taken,  and  if  more  than 
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an  extraordinary  ftool  a  day  is  occafioned  by 
them,  the  dofe  muft  be  reduced  to  one,  and 
continued  fo  till  the  pills  are  all  taken.  In 
general  it  will  be  proper  for  the  patient  to  be 
purged  twice  or  thrice  with  manna  and  falts, 
or  any  gentle  cathartic,  before  the  powders  are 
begun  with.  The  medicines  are  here  pro- 
portioned for  an  adult,  of  a  good  conftitution, 
therefore  if  the  patient  is  younger,  or  of  a 
weakly  habit,  the  dofes  muft  be  managed  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  patient  is  not  to  expefl:  to  find  much 
benefit  in  a  little  time :  perhaps  it  will  be  as 
long  after  the  medicines  are  all  taken,  as  the 
time  they  are  in  taking,  before  much  difference 
will  be  perceived  in  the  tumor  of  the  neck.  It 
is  neceffary  that  the  medicines  be  begun  with 
at  a  proper  time,  efpecially  the  fecond  courfe^ 
a  few  days  fhould  always  be  difpenfed  with 
upon  that  account. 

As  to  external  application,  I  have  never 
made  ufe  of  any,  nor  would  I  advife  the  ufe 
of  any,  as  I  think  none  can  be  of  much  fervice. 
Many  recommended  I  fhould  fufpedl  of  doing 
harm,  fuch  as  fornqnting  the  part  with  warm 

vinegar; 
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Vinegar ;  which  by  its  hardening  the  gland,' 
though  it  may  fomewhat  leffen  it,  would  render 
it  more  difficult  if  not  incapable  of  being  quite 
rtduced  to  its  proper  ftate.  But  if  any  local 
application  be  made,  I  believe  none  better  than 
rubbing  the  part  every  morning  with  fading 
Ipittle  5  and  dry  friftion,  I  fhould  expe£t,  would 
do  as  well,  as  the  good,  if  any  is  produced  by 
this  means,  arifes  wholly  from  the  fridion  and 
preffure  upon  the  gland. 

I  have  been  Informed  by  a  gentleman,  whofe 
information  I  think  I  may  depend  upon,  that 
a  relation  of  his,  a  young  man  of  about  twenty 
five  years  of  age,  was  cured  of  a  tumor  on  the 
fore  part  of  the  neck,  by  his  chewing  tobacco. 
If  it  was  fo,  and  the  chewing  tobacco  would 
cure  the  Bronchocele,  I  think  if  another  remedy 
be  known,  that  ihould  never  be  ufed,  as 
thereby  young  women  might  get  fuch  a  habit 
of  quidding,  as  they  could  never  leave  off. 

Tumors  of  the  neck  are  faid  to  be  very 
common  in  many  parts  of  Italy,  about  the  Alps 
efpecially,  (as  quis  tumidum  Guttiir  miratur  in 
Alpibus)  is  a  very  old  remark.  About  Turin 
ftlfo  they  are  faid-  to  be  frequent,  and  in  many 

other 
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othef  places  of  that  country,  particularly  near 
the  rivers  Po,  and  Doria^  but  how  far  they 
agree  with  the  tumor  of  the  neck,  I  have 
given  an  account  of,  as  to  the  time  of  their 
appearing,  and  that  of  their  encreafing,  &c,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  make  myfelf  acquainted 
with,  therefore  I  have  called  the  difeafe  herg 
treated  of^  the  English  Bronchocele, 
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REMARKS 

On  fdme  Parts   of 

Mr.  Alexanders  Experimental  Effays, 

Pablifh'a  laft  Year. 

OF  the  ifigehuity  of  the  work  I  do  not 
doubt ;  but  of  the  utility  I  have  no  hopesi 
The  importance  of  the  fubjedt,  (on  putrid  dif- 
eafes)  I  fuppofe  no  one  will  think  little.  But 
in  the  firft  place,  I  think  Mr.  Alexander 
feems  to  conclude  putrefadion  iii  living  and 
dead  bodies  alike,  which,  I  fuppofe,  is  very 
widely  different*  Every  one  knows  that  fait- 
petre^  or  fea  fait,  will  preferve  meat  from 
ftinking ;  but  if  nitre  is  good  in  putrid  difeafes, 
my  notion  of  the  matter  has  been  very  erro- 
neous: but  however  ftrongly  Mr.  Alexander 
feems  to  recommend  it,  I  am  apt  to  believe 
he  has  never  yet  tried  his  method  of  uiing 
antifeptics,  on  a  living  creature  in  a  putrid 
difeafes 

H  To 
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To  {hew  the  propriety  of  the  method  he 
recommends,  he  has  falted  fome  dead  bodies, 
and  alfo  living  *  ones,  and  killed  them  pre- 
fently  after,  whilft  the  carcafe  of  the  animal 
was  well  charged  with  the  fait  he  ufed  ^  and 
the  creatures  fo  ferved  remained  frefh  and 
fweet  moch  longer  than  thofe  killed  without 
being  falted.  And  what  is  there  new  in  this  ? 
or  what  allulion  has  this  to  putrid  difeafes, 
when  I  have  faid,  and  am  pretty  clear  in  it, 
that  the  putrefaftive  principle  in  living,  and 
that  putrefaftion  that  happens  to  all  dead  un- 
falted  carcafes,  is  materially  different  ?  Every 
one  knows  the  ufe  of  fait  in  preferving  dead 
ilefh  fv7eet^  but  there  is  no  occafion  for  falting 
living  creatures,  becaufe  there  is  always  time 
enough  after  they  are  killed  before  they  begin 
to  putrify.  Putridnefs  comes  on  fafteft  in 
dead  flefh  in  hot  weather ;  but  provided  the 
air  is  pure,  the  heat  of  it  does  not  •  feem  to 
occafion  putrid  difeafes ;  and  heating  medi- 
cines are  always  proper  in  fuch  diforders,  and 
the  patient  becomes  cooler,  and  the  pulfe 
quicker,  by  their  ufe :  and  cooling  medicines 
in  thefe  diforders   increafe   the   heat   of   the 

flefh, 

*  By  means  of  immerfion.in  a  bath  of  a  folution  of 

nitre. 
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fleih,  and  the  quicknefs  and  weaknefs  of  the 
pulfe:  nay,  as  fays  Dr.  Fothergill,  (en  the 
putrid  fore  throat)  this  effedl:  of  the  medicine 
is  a  proof  of  the  difeafe,  and  of  the  oppofite 
difference  of  the  nature  of  putrid  and  inflam* 
matory  diforders. 

And  as  the  fame  things  which  prevent  pu- 
trefadion  in  dead  bodies  have  no  fuch  effedl, 
or  rather  promote  it  in  living  creatures,  the 
putrefadtive  principle  furely  muft  be  different; 
or  however  that,  or  the  difference  betv^^een  the 
living  and  inanimate  fubftances,  the  anti-feptic 
is  ufed  to  occafion  its  having  a  quite  contrary 
effedl ;  but,  perhaps,  the  contrariety  of  the 
effeft  of  the  antifeptic  may  arife  from  the 
different  ftate  of  what  it  is  applied  to  in  living 
or  dead  matter. 

I  think  I  have  never  feen  nitre  recommended 
in  putrid  difeafes  by  any  one,  except  Mr, 
Alexander  ;  and  I  think  it  is  pity  he  had 
not  tried  its  effedls  in  a  putrid  difeafe  before 
he  had  recommended  its  fo  liberal  ufe,  as  its 
being  effecSually  antifeptic  of  dead  flefh  is  by 
no  means  a  conclufive  argument  of  its  being 
good  in  putrid  diftempers:  for  the  moft 
H  2  noxicug 
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noxious  fabftances  known  to  a  living  body^ 
^s  even  arfenic  and  corrofive  fublimate,  arc5 
antifeptic  of  dead  flefh. 

I  apprehend  nitre  is  never  ufed  in  putrid 
difeafes  in  any  of  our  hofpitals ;  and  there  are 
many  inftances  of  its  bad  effeds  in  putrid 
fevers,  where  the  difeafe  was  miftaken^ 
and  I  think  no  good  can  be  expecfted  from  it 
in  putrid  diforders  of  any  kind,  though  an 
effedual  antifeptic  of  dead  flefh  i  which  poyver, 
I  fuppofe,  it  has  by  preventing  the  effed:  of 
the  air  upon  what  it  is  applied  to. 

Meat  Iceeps  fweet  longer  or  fhorter  in  pro- 
portion as  the  weather  is  hot  or  cold,  and 
this  muft  happen  from  the  different  efFed  of 
the  air.  In  frofty  weather  meat,  keeps  very 
long  fweet ;  fait  or  nitre  preferves  it  alfo  in 
hot  weather,  and  yet  neither  prevents  or  cures 
putrefadipn  in  a  living  creature. 

'  The  heat  and  circulation  in  a  living  body, 
as  it  preferves  it  from  putrefadion,  fo  it  pre- 
vents any  cooling  antifeptic  from  being  of  ufe, 
if  it  is  attacked  by  putridity;  becaufe  the 
h^at  can  never  be  reduced  in  a  living  crea^ 

ture 
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ture  to  fuch  a  degree  as  that  cooling  antifeptles 
can  have  any  efFefl:  as  fuch  .  but  on  the  con- 
trary, as  they  tend  to  fink  and  lenfeeble  the 
habit,  already  weakened  and  opprefled  by  the 
putrid  taint,  they  thus  promote  the  putrefac- 
tion -y  not  by  coinciding  with,  or  affifting  the 
putrefadive  principle  itfelf,  but  by  reducing  the 
natural  heat  of  the  body,  and  ftrength  of  the 
circulation,  by  which  the  putridnefs  i§  oppo- 
fed,  and  life  preferved. 

The  putrefadive  principle  has  naturally 
greater  power  when  the  vis  vitse  is  weakened, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  ficknefs,  or  any  thing 
that  diminifhes  the  ftrength  of  a  garrifon,  aids 
the  enemy,  tho'  not  by  immediately  affifting, 
but  by  weakening  the  power  of  the  defenders 
of  the  fort,  it  is  no  doubt  fooner  and  eafier 
deftroyed  by  the  befiegers. 

HuxHAM,  FoTHERGiLL,  Pringle,  and 
Shebbeare,  gentlemen  whofe  names  I  men- 
tion with  the  greateft  deference  and  refped, 
as  phyficians  of  the  firft  eminence,  have  all 
wrote  on  putrid  difeafes,  and  I  think  have 
not  at  all  fpoke  in  favour  of  nitre,  or  any  cool- 
ing things  in  fuch  diforders,  nor  has  either  of 
ihein  accounted  for  the    different  effeds  of 
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nitre  upon  living  and  dead  fubjeds,  as  to  its 
antifeptic  quality,  which  is  what  I  want  to 
fee  made  out ;  and  I  think  there  is  not  a  greater 
or  more  ufefui  fubjedt  in  phyfic,  than  the  dif- 
tinguifliing  of  putrid  difeafes,  and  the  true 
nature  of  putrefadlion,  in  hving  creatures. 

BoERHAAVE  furcly  muft  be  wrong  in  ac- 
counting for  putrefadion  being  occafioned  by 
an  increafed  degree  of  heat,  or  it  would  hap- 
pen in  ail  ardent  difeafes,  where  the  heat  is 
often  encreafed  fo  much  beyond  the  ftate  of 
health;  and  it  is  well  known  that  fevers  hap- 
pen and  continue  feveral  weeks  with  great 
violence,  without  occafioning  the  leaft  degree 
of  putridity. 

And  I  think  there  are  fufficient  cautions 
againft  ufing  evacuants,  nitrous,  or  any  cool- 
ing medicines  in  putrid  difeafes,  in  Dr.  Fo- 
thergill's  treatife  on  the  putrid  fore  throat, 
and  in  Shebbeare's  phyfic,  where  he  fpeaks 
of  a  putrid  fever  in  the  French  army  at  Prague, 
and  hardly  any  furviving  the  ufe  of  evacuants 
and  cooling  medicines  5  and  if  the  trifling 
quantity  of  a  few  grains  of  nitre  fwallowed  in 
twenty-four  hours,  was  obferved  to  be  fo  mif- 
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chievous  by  thefe  gentlemen,  as  too  many 
melancholy  proofs  happened,  efpecially  in  the 
putrid  fore  throat,  to  doubt  of  its  bad  efFedts, 
furely  the  moft  fatal  confequences  may  be  ap- 
prehended from  purfuing  Mr.  Alexander's 
advice,  of  throwing  ounces  inftead  of  grains 
of  this  medicine,  into  the  blood  of  a  perfon  in 
a  putrid  difeafe,  unlefs  we  can  fuppofe  fuch  a 
large  quantity  of  this  antifeptic  will  effectually 
deftroy  the  putrid  taint,  and  prevent  any  fur- 
ther corruption  of  the  humours  to  this  dan- 
gerous ftate. 

But  this  happy  confequence,  I  fear,  we  have 
no  reafon  to  hope  for,  but  that  as  the  fmall 
:  quantity  of  nitre  fwallowed"  is  capable  of  doing 
fo  much  harm  in  fuch  cafes,  the  bath  ufe 
of  it  will  do  more  harm,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  received  into  the  blood  5  for  I  fup- 
pofe nitre  is  not  at  all  antifeptic  in  a  living 
body,  nor  feptic  5  the  circulation  and  heat, 
that  muft  be  to  maintain  life,  prevents  its  anti- 
feptic quality  5  and  was  it  feptic,  a  free  ufe 
of  it  would  occaiion  putrid  difeafes,  which  is 
not  the  cafe ;  but  it  does  harm  in  fuch  dif- 
orders,  by  its  finking  and  enfeebling  the  na- 
tural ftrength  of  the  habit,  impoverifl^ing  the 
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fcloodj  aild  reducing  the  ftrerigth  of  th6  c& 
culation  5  all  which  difmal  confequences  hap* 
pen  from  the  putrefaftive  principle  itfelf  3  and 
any  medicine  that  ads  analagous  to  the  putrid 
taint,  muft  give  it  an  opportunity  of  making 
a  fpeedier  progrefs  and  corruption  of  the  hu- 
mours* 

When  a  piitrld  tailit  has  obtained  in  a  habit 
to  any  confiderable  degree^  it  occafions  a  great 
languor  and  dejedtion  of  fpirits^  a  ftupor  of 
the  fenfes,  or  moping  delirium,  pain  of  the 
head,  and  want  of  reft,  a  heavinefs  of  the 
eyes,  and  a  remarkable  ftupid  *  dejeftednefs 
appears  in  the  whole  countenance,  great  trem- 
blings, efpecially  if  the  patient  attempts  to  fit 
up,  a  quick  and  weak  pulfe,  an  ofFenfive  fmell 
of  the  breath,  fweat,  and  ftools* 

Perhaps  the  antifeptic  quality  of  iiitre  coii- 
fifts  chiefly  in  its  coldnefs,  being  much  colder 
than  the  air^  in  the  coldeft  feafon  and  climate  j 
and  any  thing  that  differs  from  the  qualities} 
of  the  air  proves  antifeptic  of  dead  flefh; 
thus  acids  and  alkalies,  hot  and  cold^  bitter 

and 
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ahd  fweet  thihgSi  are  antifeptics  ^  but  nothing 
perfedly  inlipidi  as  water  and  earthy  is  anti- 
feptic. 

Of  heat  and  cold  is  to  be  underftood  fuch 
things  as  have  thofe  native  qualities,  and  are 
not  altered  by  the  weather  j  as  the  warm  fpi- 
cds  preferve  their  native  heat,  and  nitre  its 
cold  quality  alike^  through  all  viciffitudes  of 
weather.  But  whether  nitre  is  antifeptic  or 
not  in  a  living  body,  it  is  enough  to  forbid  its 
ufe  in  putrid  difeafes^  td  know  it  enfeebles  the 
habit  and  circulation,  by  v^hich  alone  we  are 
preferved  from  putrefadion. 

It  has  been  faid^  I  think,  we  are  preferved 
from  putrefadion  by  the  antifeptics  we  fwallow 
with  our  food.  But  that  is  not  the  cafe  ^  many 
animals  living  without  fwallowing  any  thing 
we  know  of  an  antifeptic  quality. 

To  circulation  we  owe  our  fecurlty  from  pu- 
trefaftion  |  to  circulation,  indeed,  we  owe  our 
being;  by  circulation  our  life  is  continued: 
nay  without  it,  the  very  air  itfelfj  the  breath 
of  life,  would  become  fo  putrid^  that  inftead 
of  Its  being  fit  for  the  purpofe  of  refpiration, 

I  it 


[     58     ] 

it  would  poifon  our  bodies  ^  and  the  animal 
world,  excepting  maggots,  would  foon  be  de- 
ftroyed  by  thofe  little  reptiles  that  live  and 
thrive  amidft  the  higheft  degree  of  putrefadion. 

Again,  it  may  be  objefted  againfl:  the.  ufe  of 
nitre  in  putrid  difeafes,  that  the  putridnefs  that 
infe6ts  a  living  creature  is  always  of  fuch  a  high 
degree,  that  nitre  has  not  power  to  remedy  or 
oppofe  it, 

ALEXANDER  himfelf  fays,  there  is  a  degree 
of  putrefaftion,  in  dead  flelh,  that  no  anti^ 
feptic  removes,  or  prevents  from  further  cor- 
ruption j  but  nitre,  by  preventing  the  firft  ftate 
of  putrefadion  in  flefh  it  is  applied  to,  a  higher 
or  infedlious  degree  of  putrefadion  cannot  hap^ 
pen  to  it,,  as  that  can  only  be  produced  by  con- 
tinued corruption  by  degrees,  and  the  moft 
iimple  and  leaft  change  muft  happen  firft.: 
but  if  nitre  fufEcient  is  not  ufed  to  prevent 
the  firft  change,  the  putrefadion  will  proceed, 
though  more  flowly,  to  as  high  a  degree  as  if 
no  nitre  had  been  ufed  to  the  putrifying  fub- 
ftance  5  and  the  putrefadive  principle  that  oc* 
cafions  a  putrid  fever,  whether  it  be  fome  pu- 
trid efflavia  received,  or  whether  it  arifes  from 
ftagnant  humors  in  the  body^  muft  be  fo  highly 
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putrid  as  to  aft  as  a  poifon,  and  be  infedtious ; 
and  putrefying  fleih  undergoes  many  degrees  of 
putrefadion  before  it  can  infedt  a  living  crea- 
ture with  putridity  by  its  effluvia,  or  being 
fv^allov^ed. 

Dogs  will  eat  great  quantities  of  ftinking 
meat  without  being  injured  by  it ;  but  when 
it  arifes  to  the  infectious  ftate,  it  is  of  an 
alarming  ofFenlive  odour,  and  no  animal  will 
eat  it  5  and  as  nitre  has  no  power  to  fubdue 
or  fupprefs  fo  high  a  degree  of  putrefadlion,  it 
can  never  be  good  any  how  ufed  in  a  putrid 
difeafe. 

The  fame  I  w^ould  fufpecSt  of  all  cooling  at- 
tenuants,  vegetable  acids  not  accepted.  Cor- 
dial invigorating  medicines  then,  as  at  the 
fame  time  they  are  antifeptic,  they  preferve  or 
improve  the  crafis  of  the  blood  and  humors, 
fupport  and  ftrengthen  the  circulation,  and 
thus  at  once  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  putre- 
fadion,  and  affift  nature  in  difcharging  the  pu- 
trid taint  already  received,  muft  be  ever  the 
medicines  proper  in  putrid  fevers  ;  and  thefe 
are  fo  agreeable  to  the  ftomach,  that  the  great 
advantage  Mr,  Alexander  fpeaks  of,  of  the 
■       .  1  z  external 
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external  ufe  of  antifeptics  in  putrid  difeafes, 
of  throwing  greater  quantities  of  antifeptics 
into  the  blood  by  that  means  in  a  litde  time, 
than  can  be  fwallowed,  is  of  no  confequence, 
as  a  fufficient  quantity  moftly  of  fuch  medi- 
cines can  eafily  enough  be  fwallowed  and  re- 
tained ^  and  I  think  their  having  a  much  bet- 
ter efFeft  fo  than  by  any  external  ufe  cannot 
be  doubted,  as  they  will  much  more  promote 
perfpiration,  a  ftate  of  the  patient  greatly  to  be 
endeavoured  for,  as  by  that  evacuation  the  fe- 
paration  and  difcharge  of  the  offending  matter 
is  chiefly  to  be  made. 

The  bark  then,  however  efFedtual  an  anti- 
feptic,  and  in  ftrengthening  and  improving  the 
confutation,  is  cautioufly  to  be  ufed,  left  it 
pbftrud  perfpiration,  efpecially  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  difeafe,  and  which  Mr.  Alex- 
ander's external  ufe  of  the  bark,  I  think, 
wpuld  be  moil  likely  to  do. 

Refoefting  the  power  fuch  medicines  have 
in  the  bath,  or-  dry  external  ufe,  of  entering 
the  pores  of  the  fkin,  and  getting  into  the 
blood,  this  gentleman  has  taken  a  good  deal 
pf  pains   to  prove,  what    I   fuppofe    no  one 
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doubted  of,  the  ufe  of  worm  plaifters,  being 
very  old  and  common,  and  efficacious  reme- 


dies. 


The  external  ufe  of  the  bark  Is  no  doubt 
;a  very  ufeful  improvement  in  phyfic,  efpecially 
for  young  children,  v/ho  cannot  be  got  tp 
fwallow  it ;  but  I  think  we  were  taught  this 
fome  years  ago,  in  the  Medical  Obfervations 
and  Enquiries,  and  given  a  great  many  ia- 
ftances  of  fuccefs  by  Dr.  Pye. 

A  low  enfeebled  (late  of  health  may  happen 
from  relaxation  from  many  caufes  -,  as  for  want 
of  fufficient  nourifhment,  or  of  what  is  good  in 
quality;  from  a  continued  damp  heavy  atmo- 
fphere,  or  a  continued  ufe  of  fuch  things  as  cool 
the  body,  and  impoverifh  the  blood  too  much, 
as  nitre,  volatile  falts,  pr  opium. 

But  here  is  only  the  weak  enfeebled  ftatc," 
the  juices  remaining  pure,  the  animal  oecono- 
my,  one  may  fay,  is  undifturbed,  the  pulfe, 
though  low  and  feeble,  is  not  accelerated  ;  the 
flefh  is  cool,  and  the  fenfes  are  clear. 

But  if  a  putrid  taint  prevails  to  fuch  a  degree 
as  to  be  deftrudive  of  the  circulating  juices, 
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the  animal  oeconomy  is  difturbed,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  degree  of  infedion,  and  nature  feems 
alarmed  at  her  danger,  the  pulfe  is  quick  and 
weak,  the  flefh  is  hot  too,  as  mentioned  in  de- 
fcribing  the  fyftem  of  a  putrid  difeafe;  and 
as  the  difeafe  gets  ground,  the  patient  becomes 
more  and  more  infenfible  of  his  danger,  and 
is  fometimes,  a  few  days  before  his  death,  fo 
entirely  ftupid,  that  he  will  fay  he  is  pretty 
jyell,  and  he  thinks  recovering  a-pace. 

Indeed  I  think,  that  after  the  fever  has  con- 
tinued fome  time,  a  remiffion  of  the  fymp- 
toms  fometimes  appears,  fo  as  to  deceive  the 
phyfical  attendants,  if  they  are  not  very  atten- 
tive, and  well  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  diA 
eafe^  for  if  it  has  been  miftook  for  an  inflam- 
matory fever,  they  will  naturally  fuppofe  mat- 
ters mending,  if  the  pulfe  become  fomewhat 
quieter,  and  the  flefli  cooler  ^  when  perhaps 
this  feeming  amendment  may  happen  from 
the  deftrudlion  of  the  patient  being  almoft 
compleated,  by  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
and  nature's  being  fo  overcome,  that  her 
efforts  are  very  feeble,  the  pulfe  is  very  low 
^nd  weakg  but  I  think  not  flower,  tho'  the  . 
■  ^  patiem 
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patient  is  cooler,  and  fo  the  fever  may  feem 
to  be  abated. 

But  if  the  fenfes  are  not  clearer,  and  the 
afped:  of  the  patient  in  particular  more  pro- 
mifing,  there  is  little  room  to  hope  for  amend- 
ment, though  the  fick  may  think  himfelf,  or 
rather  not  being  capable  of  thinking  at  all,  or 
judging  of  his  own  condition,  may  fay  he  is 
better,  as  in  the  unhappy  conclufion  of  an  in- 
flammation in  the  bowels ;  when  the  morti- 
fication is  begun,  the  patient  will  be  eafier, 
chearful,  and  otherwife  feemingly  better,  tho' 
within  a  few  hours  of  his  death  5  and  after  a 
putrid  fever  had  continued  about  a  fortnight, 
I  have  known  the  poor  vidim  to  be  thought 
fo  much  better,  as  to  be  fufFer'd  and  be  able 
to  get  up,  and  walk  about,  and  indeed  out 
into  the  air  5  but  y£t,  upon  careful  obfervation, 
no  aniendment,  I  think,  appeared,  as  the  pa- 
tient, though  able  to  walk,  and  would  fay  he 
was  better,  was  extremely  weak,  giddy,  ftu- 
pid,  and  reeled  and  totter'd  as  he  moved,  the 
pulfe  was  very  quick,  low  and  weak,  and  the 
afpecSl  of  the  countenance  remarkably  flupid 
and  deftroyed,  and  in  a  day  or  two  a  large 
quantity  of  extremely  putrid  blood  ran  off  by 
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ftool,  the  patient  became  worfe^  and  again 
confined  to  the  bed  5  and  now  other  marks 
of  the  malignity  of  the  difeafe  appeared,  as 
livid  fpots,  &c.  the  patient  became  extremely 
light-headed,  perhaps  from  the  putrid  acri^ 
mony  ravaging  the  brain,  and  foon  died. 

Dr.SHEBBEARE  fpcaks  of  intermlttents  from 
a  putrid  caufe,  and  perhaps  the  difeafe  may 
appear  fo  from  the  putridnefs  affeding  chiefly 
the  bile^  or  its  being  in  a  lefs  degree  than  when 
the  fever  is  continual ;  and  I  think  fuch  in- 
termittents  are  beft  and  readieft  cured  by  cor- 
dial alexipharmics.  The  bark  v^ill  generally 
foon  throw  the  patient  into  a  continual  fever^ 
or  if  it  does  not,  but  feems  to  put  by  the  fits^ 
for  a  time,  they  will  be  apt  to  break  out  again 
with  greater  violence,  or  to  torment  and  de- 
ceive the  patient  with  uncertain,  irregular 
paroxyfms,  till  it  almoft  unexpectedly  robs 
him  of  his  life. 

Putrid  intermlttents  may  be  dlftingulflied 
from  agues  and  other  intermlttents  by  fymp- 
toms  of  putridity  already  mentioned,  arid  the 
fhiverings  or  cold  fits  being  of  a  very  fhort 
duration,  perhaps  but  for  a  few  moments,  and 
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ihe  fucceeding  hot  fit  continuing  long,  and  not 
going  off  with  a  profafe  kindly  fweat^  as  in 
common  intermittents. 

And  Dr.  Shebbeare  himfelf,  though  he 
feems  inclined  foon  to  enter  on  the  ufe  of  the 
bark;  depends  greatly  on  perfpiration  in  the 
iit.  When  the  heat  and  fvyeat  fucceed  the 
Ihivers,  fays  he,  the  patient  fhould  be  kept  in 
bed,  and  fweated  with  wine  whey,  to  aflift 
nature  in  a  more  perfe£l  difcharge  of  the  of- 
fending caufe* 

And  a  little  further,  it  appears  necelTary  that 
warm  alexipharmics,  and  invigorating  medi- 
cines fliould  be  taken,  that  the  contagious 
principle  fhould  be  pufhed  through  the  fkin, 
as  foon  as  poffible,  and  the  fluids  left  in  a  ftate 
of  lefs  danger  of  bringing  on  a  relapfe  of  die 
forrner  difeafe. 

And  as  the  great  end  is  a  feparation  and 
difcharge  of  the  putrefying  caufe,  and  this  is 
chiefly  to  be  made  through  the  pores  of  the 
ikin,  I  think  it  would  be  more  readily  and 
efFedually  done  without  the  bark,  as  thart 
medicine  certainly  is  a  checker,  and  not  pro- 
K  moter 
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footer  of  the  difcbarge  by  the  fkin  ;  and  I 
have  known  the  early  ufe  of  bark  prefently 
change  this  intermitting  diforder  to  continual, 
and  by  forbearing  the  ufe  of  the  bark,  and 
giving  only  cordial  alexipharmics,  the  patient 
has  recovered. 

But  if,  through  negled:  of  the  patient,  or 
miftake  of  the  attending  party,  the  difeafe  is 
far  advanced,  and  the  corruption  of  the  blood 
and  juices  greatly  affefted,  the  immediate  ufe 
of  the  bark  may  be  neceflary,  as  perhaps  no- 
thing is  equally  efficacious  in  preferving  and 
improving  the  texture  of  the  blood,  and  keep- 
ing up  the  circulation. 

The  opinion  of  moft,  that  the  digeffion  of 
our  food,  and  the  change  which  aliments  un- 
dergo in  paffing  the  inteftinal  tube,  is  a  degree 
of  putrefaftion,  (being  wrong)  as  Shebbeare 
fays,  I  think  is  very  evident  from  the  diffe- 
rence of  the  odour  of  a  putrid  and  found  flool ; 
and  a  putrid  ftate  never  is  begun  in  any  things 
but  it  encreafes,  unlefs  prevented,  to  the  higheft 
degree  the  fubftance  is  capable  off  and  the 
ftool  of  a  perfon  in  health,  after  it  has  lain  in 
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the  gut  feveral  days,  is  no  more  putrid  than  if 
it  had  been  voided  as  foon  as  feparated. 

There  can  be  no  fmall  advantage  in  putrid 
difeafeSj  in  carefully  airing  the  room,  as  Mr. 
Alexander  advifes;  and  to  that  we  would 
add  the  caution  of  often  changing  the  cloaths 
of  the  fick,  the  linnen,  and  what  is  next  the 
body  efpecially,  as  fheets,  &c.  taking  care  that 
the  frefh  linnen,  and  other  cloaths,  are  tho- 
roughly dry. 

The  utility  or  noxious  property  of  Mr. 
ALEXANDER's-method  of  treating  putrid  dif- 
eafes,  might  he  proved  to  conviction  and  de- 
monftration,  could  the  difeafe  be  produced  at 
will,  as  in  this  unlucky  country  there  are  al- 
ways plenty  of  forfeited  lives  that  might  be 
turned  to  that  purpofe. 

The  difeafe  being  produced,  and  as  near  as 
may  be  appearing  in  equal  degrees  of  ftrength 
in  a  number  of  fuqh  fubjeds,  let  one  be  doomed 
to  the  fatal  trial  of  the  nitrous  bath  ^  let  an- 
other try  the  internal  ufe  of  nitre  ;  a  third  the 
taking  freely  of  vegetable  acids ;  the  fourth  and 
laft,  cordial  invigorating  m.edicines ;  and  that  a 
K  2  matter 
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matter  of  fo  great  and  nice  concern  may  not  re- 
main in  any  doubt,  it  may  be  necelTary  to  make; 
the  experiments  again  and  again ;  and  as  I 
think  three  fourths  of  the  lives  would  have 
little  better  chance  of  furviving  thefe  experi- 
ments than  they  would  the  ufe  of  the  halter, 
I  think  they  fliould  take  this  allotment  by  the 
fair  chance  of  balloting. 

Perhaps  the  experiments  may  be  made  with 
nearly  equal  certainty  upon  brutes ;  and,  per- 
haps, the  forcing  of  dogs  to  fwallow  a  quantity 
of  highly  putrid  flefh  would  give  them  a  putrid 
difeafe.  Would  that  be  the  cafe,  and  anfwer 
the  purpofe,  I  would  make  the  experiments 
the  firft  moment  I  had  leifure  and  a  conve- 
nient opportunity. 

Unluckily,  I  think,  Mr.  Alexander  has 
made  the  fame  miftake  in  his  effays  on  the 
dofes  and  effe(!ls  of  medicines  he  made  in  his 
experiments  on  the  ufe  of  nitre  in  putrid  dif- 
eafes,  i.  e.  he  has  made  no  fair  trial  at  all :  for 
I  fuppofe  there  can  be  no  proof  made  of  the 
power  any  medicine  has  of  doing  good  in  a 
difeafe,  but  by  the  ufe  of  it  in  that  particular 
diforder  in  which  It  is  recommended  as  ufeful. 
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But  Mr.  Alexander,  to  try  the  utility  or 
ufeleffnefs  of  caftor  in  nervous  and  hyfterical 
cafes,  has  taken  it  himfelf,  (a  robuft,  hale 
man,  I  fuppofe,  from  the  quantity  of  nitre  he 
was  able  to  bear)  and  has  found  great  fault 
with  caftor,  and  declared  it  a  ufelefs  part  of 
the  materia  medica,  for  no  other  reafon,  that 
I  can  conceive,  but  becaufe  it  did  not  make 
him  ill  when  he  took  it  in  full  health. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  conftitution 
of  a  man  in  health,  will  bear  great  exceffes 
in  eating  and  drinking,  and  of  exercife,  with- 
out injury,  therefore  a  dofe  of  caftor  cannot 
afFedl  him  5  and  was  it  capable,  under  fuch 
circumftances,  of  increafing  the  heat  of  his 
flefh,  and  motion  of  his  blood,  to  me  it 
appears  evident,  upon  the  very  fame  principle, 
that  a  perfon  in  health  could  not  walk  a  turn 
or  two  round  a  room,  without  fuch  motion 
throwing  him  into  a  fever  :  But  the  matter  is 
fo  happily,  fo  widely  different,  that  a  man 
in  health  can  eat  a  hearty  meal  of  high  fea- 
foned  meats,  and  with  it  drink  half  a  gallon 
of  wine,  without  apparent  injury  5  he  will 
bear  ftrong,  or,  perhaps,  violent  exercife  all 
day^  or  dance  a  whole  night,    without  being 
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difordered :  But  if  the  fame  perfon  is  ill,  if 
he  has  a  fever  on  him,  though  not  in  a  great 
degree,  he  may  not  be  able  to  drink  two  glafles 
of  wine,  without  its  manifeftly  increafing  his 
diforder :  He  cannot,  with  any  eafe,  bear  the 
leaft  motion  ^  inftead  of  being  able,  as  he  is  in 
health,  to  ride  hard  all  day,  he  cannot  even 
get  on  horfeback  but  with  trouble  and  fatigue ; 
and  as  fo  fmall  a  proportion  of  fuch  things,  to 
what  a  perfon  will  bear  in   health,  will  do 
him  harm,  fo  will  a  medicine,  that  does  not 
feem  to  affed:  him  at  all  when   well,  be  of 
great  affiftance  towards  his  recovery  from  a 
difeafe.     Therefore  I ,  look  upon  Mr.  Alex- 
ainDer's  trials  of  caftor  and  fafFron  upon  him- 
felf  as  not  the  leall  fhadow  of  a  proof  of  their 
being  ufelefs  in  medicine,    any  more  than  a 
perfon *s   wrapping  himieif  up  in  great   coats 
and  warm  furs  here,  in  the  month  of  July  or 
Auguft,   would  give   him  a  feeling  proof  of 
the  comfortablenefs  and  great  neceffity  for  tho 
life  of  fuch  things  in  the  cold  regions  of  Spitz- 
bergen,  or  any  extreme  northern  climate  ^  and 
was  it  fo,  he  has  the  fame  plea  againfl  the 
utility  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  Apothecary's 
ihop,  even  the  Peruvian^ark^  Valerian,  Mufk, 
and  Opiuma 
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Any  one  of  a  tolerable  ftrong  habit  in  health 
may  take  as  much  bark  without  its  any  how 
affecting  him,  as  will  cure  him  of  an  inter- 
mitting fever.  A  beef-  eater  in  health  will 
fwallow  fix  drams,  or  an  ounce,  of  valerian 
in  a  day,  without  its  doing  him  either  good 
or  harm  -,  when  a  fixth  of  the  quantity  will 
greatly  relieve  the  nervous  valetudinarian.  Two 
or  three  drams  of  mufk  may  be  taken  by  a 
perfon  in  health  in  a  day,  without  his  being 
either  better  or  worfe  for  it  V  but^et  I  fuppofe 
its  great  ufe  in  medicine^ '  elpecially  in  con- 
vulilve  diforders,  no  one  will  be  obftinate: 
enough  to  difpute,  as  without  mentioning  a 
^houfand  inftances  that  happen  almoft  daily^ 
or  fearching  for  fuch  others  as  may  be  upon 
record,  there  is  a  late  moft  convincing  clear 
one  in  the  third  volume  of  Medical  Obferva- 
tions  and  Enquiries,  in  the  cafe  of  a  lady  a.c 
Shrewfbury,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Ov/en. 

A  found  and  long  fleeper  may  take  a  dofe 
of  -  laudanum  going  to  bed,  and  declare  in  the 
morning  it  is  of  no  ufe  in  medicine,  nor  has' 
any  foporiiic  quality  belonging  to  it,  becaufe' 
he  ilept  equally  well  the  night  before  when  hs 
did  not  take  any,  and  prohibit  the  medicinal 
ufe  of  it,  with  as  much    fhew  of  reafon,  as 
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M^  _XANDER  has  for  the  utility  of  mtre, 
in  ..aiddifeafes,  oragainft  the  utility  of  caftor 
md  fafFron  in  any  difeafes  ^  but  then  what  will 
be  done  for  a  perfon  lofing  his  life  through  an 
exceffive  inteftinal  difcharge  ?  without  opium^ 
what  eafe  will  be  procured  to  the  wracked  with 
agonizing  pain  ? 

To  fatisfy  myfelf  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have 
faid  refpeding  a  perfon  in  health  taking  a  quan- 
tity of  bark,  or  valerian,  without  being  mate- 
rially afFed:ed  by  it,  I  gave  a  man,  about  fixty 
years  of  age,  and  not  of  a  very  robuft  coniii- 
tution,  fix  drams  of  the  beft  bark,  frefh  pow- 
dered, in  a  day,  and  neither  the  heat  of  hi- 
flefli,  nor  motion  of  his  blood,  was  greater,, 
when  he  had  finifhed  it,  than  when  he  too'' 
the  firft  dofe  y  the  next  day  but  one  the  fan^ 
perfon  took  fix  drams  of  valerian,  newly  pow- 
dered, at  fix  dofes  in  a  day,  and  it  neither  en- 
creafed  the  heat  of  his  flefh,  nor  qaicknefs  ol" 
his  pulfe :  I  would  alfo  have  tried  the  mufk, 
But  had  not  then  an  opportunity  on  account  of 
its  fmell  being  {o  extremely  difagreeable  to" 
many  people. 
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